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Engineering’s 
Feeble 6innts 


‘Many of your members are getting 
three times as much as you have 
negotiated for them / Mr. George 
Woodcock told unions at the TUC 
Congress in 1965. 

T ET’S FACE IT, the unions are piss 
^ poor when it comes to getting us 
more money, if only because most 
bosses, including the notorious Pomer- 
anz, pay over the union rate. Most of 
us do better out of local factory floor 
agreements than we ever get out of 
national negotiations. 

So that when the Government, alias 
Prices and Incomes Board, sticks its 
oar into stop a wage claim going 
through, we don’t expect the unions to 
resist. And usually they don’t dis¬ 
appoint us. 

To go by the size of ’em, the engineer¬ 
ing unions should be able to murder any 
government. Bear in mind, there’s 3J 
million workers covered in our new 
‘package deal’ claim for the general 
engineering industry. Nothing of the 
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In fact, far from spreading it, the wealth 
of this country is still in the hands of 
the few. 

In engineering, according to the AEU 
Journal (Feb. ’68), the top 15 engineer¬ 
ing firms made an average net profit of 
£220 per employee in 1966. In both 
1964 and 1965, the increase in profits 
for a wide cross-section of engineering 
firms was over 15%. Production in 
engineering has been rising at about 6% 
a year since 1958, but for only a 0.3% 
annual rise in the number of workers 
employed. 

OUR STAND 

The demand of the engineering unions 
is for a 17£% to 20% rise in basic pay; 
a shorter working week; increased over¬ 
time pay; longer holidays; equal pay for 
women. The Government Prices and In¬ 
comes Board, will put a stop to this 
demand when it comes up this month! 

But the AEU is against wage restraint, 
and should now stand up to the Board. 
To anarchists, wage restraint is a threat 
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FREEDOM PRESS 
RAIDED 


■pREEDOM PRESS WAS RAIDED on 
Tuesday, February 27, and searched 
for explosive substances. The four plain¬ 
clothes men, headed by Sgt. Ferguson 
of West End Central police station, came 
when Jack Robinson and Mary Canipa 
were in the office. 

The sergeant, as yet unidentified, asked 
who was the manager or owner and was 
rebuked for coming in here using dirty 
words. He then presented the search 
warrant. 

In the office they went through our 
book of postage stamps. They went into 
every part of the premises, and looked 
into many of the hundreds of packages, 
boxes, and behind some of the books. 
One of them asked Jack who did the 
Greek Embassy bomb, and was asked if 
he expected an answer. 

They showed most interest in a small, 
packed back room where the duplicator 
is kept, and which is stacked with great 
piles of old magazines, rolls of wall- 


on the table a small bottle half-filled 
with bright pink liquid, and two of the 
others gathered round. 

‘It’s stencil correcting fluid,’ they were 
told. 

‘I know what it is, dear, but. . . .’ All 
three heads concentrated around the now 
opened bottle and sniffed. ‘Nail varnish 
—remember?’, and its half-emptiness 
regarded. 

Within seconds a second half-empty 
bottle of the same was picked up. ‘Well, 
why have you got TWO bottles?’ 

They were told there might be half 
a dozen, and were given the, rather 
patient I thought, explanation that when 
they get half-used the stuff gets too 
gooey to use on stencils being cut, but 
could be used for dabbing out any odd 
spots of ink coming through on stencils 
on the machine. 

Clambering over some of the piled up 
packages (and mountains of empty car- 
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FREEDOM PRESS WAS RAIDED on 
Tuesday, February 27, and searched 
for explosive substances. The four plain¬ 
clothes men, headed by Sgt. Ferguson 
of West End Central police station, came 
when Jack Robinson and Mary Canipa 
were in the office. 

The sergeant, as yet unidentified, asked 
who was the manager or owner and was 
rebuked for coming in here using dirty 
words. He then presented the search 
warrant. 

In the office they went through our 
book of postage stamps. They went into 
every part of the premises, and looked 
into many of the hundreds of packages, 
boxes, and behind some of the books. 
One of them asked Jack who did the 
Greek Embassy bomb, and was asked if 
he expected an answer. 

They showed most interest in a small, 
packed back room where the duplicator 
is kept, and which is stacked with great 
piles of old magazines, rolls of wall¬ 
paper and tins of paint left by the pre¬ 
vious occupant, and remnants of garden¬ 
ing stuffs lying under the dust of the 
two years since the back garden was 
tended. 

One officer was interested in a dusty 
packet printed in Italian. As nobody 
read Italian the packet was opened. It 
contained beans. Another picked up a 
poster and said, ‘Now that’s interesting’: 
Everybody has the right to protest 
against Greek tyranny. . . . 

They were assured they would find 
the rest more interesting, and were 
shown pictures and story of Danish 
police beating up a demonstrator. ‘Good 
thing we don’t go on like that here’. 
Well, we wouldn’t care to comment on 
that. There were some slug pellets. Was 
there any weed killer? Perhaps it was 
as well there wasn’t—although as so 
many gardening bits and pieces had been 
left, there might well have been—with 
weeds five feet high around the place. 


on the table a small bottle half-filled 
with bright pink liquid, and two of the 
others gathered round. 

‘It’s stencil correcting fluid,’ they were 
told. 

‘I know what it is, dear, but. . . .’ All 
three heads concentrated around the now 
opened bottle and sniffed. ‘Nail varnish 
—remember?’, and its half-emptiness 
regarded. 

Within seconds a second half-empty 
bottle of the same was picked up. ‘Well, 
why have you got TWO bottles?’ 

They were told there might be half 
a dozen, and were given the, rather 
patient I thought, explanation that when 
they get half-used the stuff gets too 
gooey to use on stencils being cut, but 
could be used for dabbing out any odd 
spots of ink coming through on stencils 
on the machine. 

Clambering over some of the piled up 
packages (and mountains of empty car¬ 
tons) in the stock room one remarked 
hopelessly: ‘I didn’t know there were so 
many books about.’ 

After a quick tour round a shed at 
the back (also stacked with unbound 
sheets) and a glance at the burnt rubbish 
in the garden bins, they left, the sergeant 
satisfied that there weren’t any bombs, 
another officer ‘satisfied they hadn’t 
found them’. 

In reply to a parting civility from the 
sergeant, Jack assured him ‘Last time 
you did raids we were left out and we 
felt snubbed; we had difficulty in ex¬ 
plaining it to our friends’. 

Stuart Christie, whom they had 
brought with them, had been raided and 
searched also for explosives earlier in the 
morning. It was later learned that from 
his home they removed four thousand 
‘dollar leaflets’ and personal correspon¬ 
dence. 

That afternoon a press statement was 
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COLOURED IMMIGRANTS first 
arrived in Britain in large num¬ 
bers after World War II, at a time 
when British employers were in need 
of unskilled labour. Shortly after¬ 
wards racist propaganda began to 
spring up in the way it has always 
done, as the ally of reaction. 

Mosley and the remnants of pre¬ 
war Fascism saw a chance to gain 
popular support. 

Tories, especially in the Midlands, 
saw a new bandwagon to jump on. 
Unlike the Tories in Parliament they 
saw no need for euphemism. 

Birmingham Tory councillors 
such as Donald Finney had no hesi¬ 
tation in using publicly words such 
as ‘niggers’ and ‘black invasion’. 
They soon found more important 
allies such as Sir Cyril Osborne, MP, 
who was also quite open about his 
wish to keep Britain ‘a white man’s 
country’. 

By 1961 they had captured the 
whole Tory Party and the first 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, re¬ 
stricting immigration was passed. 
At the time Labour opposed immi¬ 
gration curbs, but as election time 
approached votes became more im¬ 
portant than principles and Labour 
backed the curbs. 

However this did not prevent the 
Tories utilising racialist propaganda 
in the 1964 election. Ironically, the 
chief victim was the Labour MP for 
Smethwick, Patrick Gordon Walker 
who, as Attlee’s Colonial Secretary, 
had helped to depose the Bechuana- 
land chief, Seretse Khama, because 
he had married a white woman. As 
the pressure from the racists 
mounted the Labour government re¬ 
acted with its habitual response to 
pressure from the right, whether 
from racists, international bankers 
or the USA—it surrendered. In 
1965 the aptly-named Immigration 
White Paper further cut immigra¬ 
tion. 

The racists temporarily found further 
agitation difficult in view of the com¬ 
pleteness of Labour’s surrender. It was 
hard for the most extreme racists to 
pretend that the occasional arrival of 
small groups of illegal immigrants on 
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oppressed people decide to free them¬ 
selves and remake society, this revolution 
cannot be accomplished without violence, 
because the possessors of power and 
wealth will not relinquish these posses- 










clothes men, headed by Sgt. Ferguson 
of West End Central police station, came 
when Jack Robinson and Mary Canipa 
were in the office. 

The sergeant, as yet unidentified, asked 
who was the manager or owner and was 
rebuked for coming in here using dirty 
words. He then presented the search 
warrant. 

In the office they went through our 
book of postage stamps. They went into 
every part of the premises, and looked 
into many of the hundreds of packages, 
boxes, and behind some of the books. 
One of them asked Jack who did the 
Greek Embassy bomb, and was asked if 
he expected an answer. 

They showed most interest in a small, 
packed back room where the duplicator 
is kept, and which is stacked with great 
piles of old magazines, rolls of wall¬ 
paper and tins of paint left by the pre¬ 
vious occupant, and remnants of garden¬ 
ing stuffs lying under the dust of the 
two years since the back garden was 
tended. 

One officer was interested in a dusty 
packet printed in Italian. As nobody 
read Italian the packet was opened. It 
contained beans. Another picked up a 
poster and said, ‘Now that’s interesting’: 
Everybody has the right to protest 
against Greek tyranny. . . . 

They were assured they would find 
the rest more interesting, and were 
shown pictures and story of Danish 
police beating up a demonstrator. ‘Good 
thing we don’t go on like that here’. 
Well, we wouldn’t care to comment on 
that. There were some slug pellets. Was 
there any weed killer? Perhaps it was 
as well there wasn’t—although as so 
many gardening bits and pieces had been 
left, there might well have been—with 
weeds five feet high around the place. 

A largish dusty box was brought down 
‘Hello, what’s this?’ It contained some¬ 
thing heavy, black and iron. It was a 
hand-printing machine. 

There were a few unoriginal references 
to bombs and where do we keep them, 
and the equally unoriginal rejoinder that 
‘I wouldn’t know what a bomb looks 
like if I saw one, except the ones that 
are dropped from aeroplanes’, was 
answered with, ‘No, but you’d know if 
they were mixing powders here’. 
‘Who, “they”?’ went either unheard or 
unanswered. 

There was a momentary flurry of 
excitement when one of the men found 
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‘It’s stencil correcting fluid,’ they were 
told. 

‘I know what it is, dear, but. . . All 
three heads concentrated around the now 
opened bottle and sniffed. ‘Nail varnish 
—remember?’, and its half-emptiness 
regarded. 

Within seconds a second half-empty 
bottle of the same was picked up. ‘Well, 
why have you got TWO bottles?’ 

They were told there might be half 
a dozen, and were given the, rather 
patient I thought, explanation that when 
they get half-used the stuff gets too 
gooey to use on stencils being cut, but 
could be used for dabbing out any odd 
spots of ink coming through on stencils 
on the machine. 

Clambering over some of the piled up 
packages (and mountains of empty car¬ 
tons) in the stock room one remarked 
hopelessly: ‘I didn’t know there were so 
many books about.’ 

After a quick tour round a shed at 
the back (also stacked with unbound 
sheets) and a glance at the burnt rubbish 
in the garden bins, they left, the sergeant 
satisfied that there weren’t any bombs, 
another officer ‘satisfied they hadn’t 
found them’. 

In reply to a parting civility from the 
sergeant, Jack assured him ‘Last time 
you did raids we were left out and we 
felt snubbed; we had difficulty in ex¬ 
plaining it to our friends’. 

Stuart Christie, whom they had 
brought with them, had been raided and 
searched also for explosives earlier in the 
morning. It was later learned that from 
his home they removed four thousand 
‘dollar leaflets’ and personal correspon¬ 
dence. 

That afternoon a press statement was 
issued saying that Freedom Press had 
been raided with a warrant to search for 
explosive substances; that no explana¬ 
tion had been given as to why they 
should expect to find anything more 
explosive in Freedom Press offices than 
the written word and that in fact after 
half an hour they left empty-handed, 
without even a pamphlet. A news item 
was carried on the back page of the 
early edition of Wednesday’s Guardian, 
a comment in the London Diary of the 
New Statesman, and an item in Socialist 
Leader , and one in Peace News with 
the additional information that other 
anarchists were raided on the same day, 
and the comment that the police were 
apparently concerned about a possible 
bomb attack on the Greek Embassy in 
London, and also that they were looking 
for potential hide-outs of the ‘First of 
May Group’. 

Peace News referred to the rather hurt 
comment in the Freedom Press state¬ 
ment, our surprise that they should have 
expected to find anything more explosive 
than the written word was not occa¬ 
sioned by any delusion on our part that 
non-violence is intrinsic to anarchism; it 
is well enough known that the adherents 
to the pacifist philosophy are in a 
minority in our group. (Two of us have 
been members of violent organisations: 
the British Army and the Royal Air 
Force.) 

We preach revolution and the aboli¬ 
tion of the State. There have always been 
on our shelves for sale several works, 
both historical ones on revolutions, and 
theoretical ones by anarchists who have 
believed that when any working class or 


who was also quite open about his 
wish to keep Britain ‘a white man’s 
country’. 

By 1961 they had captured the 
whole Tory Party and the first 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, re¬ 
stricting immigration was passed. 
At the time Labour opposed immi¬ 
gration curbs, but as election time 
approached votes became more im¬ 
portant than principles and Labour 
backed the curbs. 

However this did not prevent the 
Tories utilising racialist propaganda 
in the 1964 election. Ironically, the 
chief victim was the Labour MP for 
Smethwick, Patrick Gordon Walker 
who, as Attlee’s Colonial Secretary, 
had helped to depose the Bechuana- 
land chief, Seretse Khama, because 
he had married a white woman. As 
the pressure from the racists 
mounted the Labour government re¬ 
acted with its habitual response to 
pressure from the right, whether 
from racists, international bankers 
or the USA—it surrendered. In 
1965 the aptly-named Immigration 
White Paper further cut immigra¬ 
tion. 

The racists temporarily found further 
agitation difficult in view of the com¬ 
pleteness of Labour’s surrender. It was 
hard for the most extreme racists to 
pretend that the occasional arrival of 
small groups of illegal immigrants on 
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oppressed people decide to free them¬ 
selves and remake society, this revolution 
cannot be accomplished without violence, 
because the possessors of power and 
wealth will not relinquish these posses¬ 
sions by persuasion, and have always 
vast murderous forces at their disposal. 

And we have in our own columns 
clearly expressed compassion and respect 
for people driven to violent action by 
desperate situations or by despair; nor 
have we withheld publicity from com¬ 
rades and other groups whose zeal in 
protest seemed to reach excessive pro¬ 
portions. 

Yet none of this gives reason for the 
assumption that the Freedom Press 
group might be engaged in cloak-and- 
dagger romantics or schoolboy chemical 
experiments, and surely no one imagines 
that we are so starry-eyed as to dream 
of launching a violent revolution of the 
apathetic public of 1968 from the quiet, 
crumbling suburb of Fulham. The rea¬ 
sons why the police were able to obtain 
a search warrant, then, are not very 
clear, and the question of how easily the 
police are able to obtain search warrants 
is a matter of serious concern. 

A letter was sent to the Home Secre¬ 
tary on February 28 requesting him to 
inform us of the grounds on which the 
magistrate issued the warrant. At the 
time of going to press (March 4) only 
an acknowledgement card has been 
received. 

Mary Canipa. 

March 2nd 

The above article was written before the 
explosive events of last weekend. They 
were a surprise to us. Were they a sur¬ 
prise to the police?—Eds. 
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While Man s 
Country 


COLOURED IMMIGRANTS first 
arrived in Britain in large num¬ 
bers after World War II, at a time 
when British employers were in need 
of unskilled labour. Shortly after¬ 
wards racist propaganda began to 
spring up in the way it has always 
done, as the ally of reaction. 

Mosley and the remnants of pre¬ 
war Fascism saw a chance to gain 
popular support. 

Tories, especially in the Midlands, 
saw a new bandwagon to jump on. 
Unlike the Tories in Parliament they 
saw no need for euphemism. 

Birmingham Tory councillors 
such as Donald Finney had no hesi¬ 
tation in using publicly words such 
as ‘niggers’ and ‘black invasion’. 
They soon found more important 
allies such as Sir Cyril Osborne, MP, 
who was also quite open about his 
wish to keep Britain ‘a white man’s 
country’. 

By 1961 they had captured the 
whole Tory Party and the first 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, re¬ 
stricting immigration was passed. 
At the time Labour opposed immi¬ 
gration curbs, but as election time 
approached votes became more im¬ 
portant than principles and Labour 
backed the curbs. 

However this did not prevent the 
Tories utilising racialist propaganda 
in the 1964 election. Ironically, the 
chief victim was the Labour MP for 
Smethwick, Patrick Gordon Walker 
who, as Attlee’s Colonial Secretary, 
had helped to depose the Bechuana- 
land chief, Seretse Khama, because 
he had married a white woman. As 
the pressure from the racists 
mounted the Labour government re¬ 
acted with its habitual response to 
pressure from the right, whether 
from racists, international bankers 
or the USA—it surrendered. In 
1965 the aptly-named Immigration 
White Paper further cut immigra¬ 
tion. 

The racists temporarily found further 
agitation difficult in view of the com¬ 
pleteness of Labour’s surrender. It was 
hard for the most extreme racists to 
pretend that the occasional arrival of 
small groups of illegal immigrants on 


oppressed people decide to free them¬ 
selves and remake society, this revolution 
cannot be accomplished without violence, 
because the possessors of power and 
wealth will not relinquish these posses- 


the South coast presented any serious 
threat to the white race. 

However in February, 1968, the answer 
came. The government of Kenya, which 
the British press had built up as ‘mode¬ 
rate’ and ‘statesmanlike’ (meaning it had 
not interfered with British finance and 
gave only the minimum of aid to free¬ 
dom fighters in Rhodesia and South 
Africa), was in the process of showing 
Vorster and Ian Smith that they had no 
monopoly in bigotry. 

Asians who were facing discrimination 
in that country were fleeing to Britain, 
having been granted British passports 
when Kenya became independent. Dun¬ 
can Sandys, the friend of Ian Smith and 
the hangman, asked the government what 
they proposed to do about this influx. 

At first this campaign seemed a non¬ 
starter. A clear pledge had been given 
by the British government. According to 
the Sunday Times , Sandys figure of 
250,000 Asians was inaccurate and the 
true figure was rather under 100,000. 
Only the Express backed Sandys. His 
Shadow Cabinet colleague Iain Macleod 
opposed him in an article in the 
Spectator. 

But those who expected the anti-Asian 
campaign to flop had reckoned without 
the cowardice of the Government. By- 
elections were pending and, since the 
racists had votes and the Kenya Asians 
none, the Government’s action was ob¬ 
vious. In Human Rights Year, which 
Wilson himself had backed, the Govern¬ 
ment sent an emissary to Kenya asking 
it to take steps to prevent Asians from 
freely leaving the country. But the 
Kenyan government, having its own 
racists to appease, was unhelpful. 

Accordingly the British government 
drafted the Commonwealth Immigrants 
Act 1968, a remarkable piece of legisla¬ 
tion which established the principles that 
the administration was free to break its 
pledges at any time it became politically 
convenient and that British subjects could 
be deprived of their passports at will. 

Never was any attempt made to hide 
the racist provisions of the Act. Just who 
was referred to by phrases such as ‘per¬ 
sons with British passports without any 
substantial connection with this country’ 
could not have been clearer had they 
been expressed in the phraseology of 
Hitler’s Nuremburg laws. 

When questioned on who were meant 
by ‘non-belongers’, Lord Shackleton, 
Government spokesman in the Lords, re¬ 
plied that he thought that was obvious. 
And does anyone doubt that when South 


Africa’s negroes exact their revenge for 
a century of oppression many of the sup¬ 
porters of this Act will be the first to 
welcome their former enslavers as 
refugees? 

In a decade, racism in Britain has 
advanced from being the property of in¬ 
significant Fascist groups to a point 
where every colour bar landlady and 
every Nazi or Mosleyite slogan-dauber 
and window-smasher knows that basically 
the Labour Government is on their side. 

And there is no reason to believe that 
this is the end. In view of Wilson’s sur¬ 
renders so far it is at least possible that 
those immigrants who expect all coloured 
people to be deported from England 
within ten years are correct. 

There is no reason for the trend to be 
altered so long as Wilson knows that 
racism gains votes and the left wingers, 
who oppose his racist policy, will con¬ 
tinue to support him at election time. 

It is for this reason that we applaud 
the Bishop of Woolwich’s resignation 
from the Labour Party although we wish 
that he had not decided to join the 
Liberals. 

How can racism be fought? The 
Labour Government’s policy has shown 
the futility of the lobby - your - MP 
approach of the old leadership of the 
Campaign Against Racial Discrimination. 

Likewise the treatment of Asians by 
the Kenya government has shown the 
emptiness of the talk of ‘Afro-Asian soli¬ 
darity’ and ‘the third world’ we hear 
from those ‘Black Power’ advocates 
whose political activity consists largely 
of entertaining the crowds at Speakers’ 
Corner. 

However, the 3,000-strong march 
against the Immigration Act shows that 
the potential for an anti-racist movement, 
exists in this country. 

If such a movement is to accomplish 
anything it must be prepared to organise 
on a local level against employers who 
discriminate against coloured workers, 
against white and black slum landlords 
and police who find immigrants an easy 
target. 

These campaigns are clearly in the 
interest of black and white. If employers 
are allowed to underpay coloured wor¬ 
kers this will create a reservoir of cheap 
labour ready to be used as strike breakers. 

If black and white tenants fight each 
other only the landlords will gain. 

If the police are permitted to victimise 
immigrants they will use the same tech¬ 
niques against others. 

Roger Sandell. 


Where’s that Bomb? 





Iuid,‘ they were 

r. but. . . All 
around the now 
i ‘Nail varnish 
half -emptiness 

end half-empty 
icked up. ‘Well, 

> bottles?’ 

might be half 
ren the, rather 
ation that when 
stuff gets too 
being cut, but 
Dg out any odd 
ragh on stencils 

of the piled up 
5 of empty car- 
i one remarked 
w there were so 

Dund a shed at 
with unbound 
le burnt rubbish 
left, the sergeant 
in't any bombs, 
d they hadn’t 

civility from the 
him ‘Last time 
left out and we 
difficulty in ex- 
ls\ 

om they had 
been raided and 
tes earlier in the 
arned that from 
[ four thousand 
sonal correspon¬ 
ds statement was 
dom Press had 
i.nt to search for 
lat no explana- 
is to why they 
anything more 
tess offices than 
bat in fact after 
t empty-handed, 
;t. A news item 
ck page of the 
sday’s Guardian, 
on Diary of the 
item in Socialist 
eace News with 
tion that other 
m the same day, 
the police were 
ibout a possible 
reek Embassy in 
bey were looking 
of the ‘First of 

o the rather hurt 
lorn Press state- 
they should have 
g more explosive 
was not occa- 
on our part that 
to anarchism; it 
bat the adherents 
ophy are in a 
(Two of us have 
nt organisations: 
the Royal Air 


n and the aboli- 
have always been 
ie several works, 
revolutions, and 
rchists who have 
working class or 


nuu aiovj v^uuw upvii auuui mo 

wish to keep Britain 4 a white man’s 
country’. 

By 1961 they had captured the 
whole Tory Party and the first 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, re¬ 
stricting immigration was passed. 
At the time Labour opposed immi¬ 
gration curbs, but as election time 
approached votes became more im¬ 
portant than principles and Labour 
backed the curbs. 

However this did not prevent the 
Tories utilising racialist propaganda 
in the 1964 election. Ironically, the 
chief victim was the Labour MP for 
Smethwick, Patrick Gordon Walker 
who, as Attlee’s Colonial Secretary, 
had helped to depose the Bechuana- 
land chief, Seretse Khama, because 
he had married a white woman. As 
the pressure from the racists 
mounted the Labour government re¬ 
acted with its habitual response to 
pressure from the right, whether 
from racists, international bankers 
or the USA—it surrendered. In 
1965 the aptly-named Immigration 
White Paper further cut immigra¬ 
tion. 

The racists temporarily found further 
agitation difficult in view of the com¬ 
pleteness of Labour’s surrender. It was 
hard for the most extreme racists to 
pretend that the occasional arrival of 
small groups of illegal immigrants on 


oppressed people decide to free them¬ 
selves and remake society, this revolution 
cannot be accomplished without violence, 
because the possessors of power and 
wealth will not relinquish these posses¬ 
sions by persuasion, and have always 
vast murderous forces at their disposal. 

And we have in our own columns 
clearly expressed compassion and respect 
for people driven to violent action by 
desperate situations or by despair; nor 
have we withheld publicity from com¬ 
rades and other groups whose zeal in 
protest seemed to reach excessive pro¬ 
portions. 

Yet none of this gives reason for the 
assumption that the Freedom Press 
group might be engaged in cloak-and- 
dagger romantics or schoolboy chemical 
experiments, and surely no one imagines 
that we are so starry-eyed as to dream 
of launching a violent revolution of the 
apathetic public of 1968 from the quiet, 
crumbling suburb of Fulham. The rea¬ 
sons why the police were able to obtain 
a search warrant, then, are not very 
clear, and the question of how easily the 
police are able to obtain search warrants 
is a matter of serious concern. 

A letter was sent to the Home Secre¬ 
tary on February 28 requesting him to 
inform us of the grounds on which the 
magistrate issued the warrant. At the 
time of going to press (March 4) only 
an acknowledgement card has been 
received. 

Mary Canipa. 

March 2nd 

The above article was written before the 
explosive events of last weekend. They 
were a surprise to us. Were they a sur¬ 
prise to the police?—Eds. 


true figure was rather under 100,000. 
Only the Express backed Sandys. His 
Shadow Cabinet colleague Iain Macleod 
opposed him in an article in the 
Spectator. 

But those who expected the anti-Asian 
campaign to flop had reckoned without 
the cowardice of the Government. By- 
elections were pending and, since the 
racists had votes and the Kenya Asians 
none, the Government’s action was ob¬ 
vious. In Human Rights Year, which 
Wilson himself had backed, the Govern¬ 
ment sent an emissary to Kenya asking 
it to take steps to prevent Asians from 
freely leaving the country. But the 
Kenyan government, having its own 
racists to appease, was unhelpful. 

Accordingly the British government 
drafted the Commonwealth Immigrants 
Act 1968, a remarkable piece of legisla¬ 
tion which established the principles that 
the administration was free to break its 
pledges at any time it became politically 
convenient and that British subjects could 
be deprived of their passports at will. 

Never was any attempt made to hide 
the racist provisions of the Act. Just who 
was referred to by phrases such as ‘per¬ 
sons with British passports without any 
substantial connection with this country’ 
could not have been clearer had they 
been expressed in the phraseology of 
Hitler’s Nuremburg laws. 

When questioned on who were meant 
by ‘non-belongers’, Lord Shackleton, 
Government spokesman in the Lords, re¬ 
plied that he thought that was obvious. 
And does anyone doubt that when South 


AS ANY KENYA Asian or Rhodesian 
^ African will tell you, this is Human 
Rights Year. Among human rights is 
apparently the right to be searched by 
the police on the slightest pretext, 
slightest suspicion or slightest denuncia¬ 
tion. During the late war it was given 
as one of the merits of the British case 
that in this country you knew that if 
there was a knock on the door in the 
early morning it was the milkman and 
not the Gestapo. 

The change in my milkman’s habits 
are not the only thing which makes this 
highly improbable. It is notorious that 
human energy is lowest in the early 
hours of the morning so the police pro¬ 
pensity to visit at that time puts them 
at an advantage. I recall being roused 
from my bed at 4 a.m. on a Sunday 
morning by a policeman who wished to 
know if a certain errant ex-lodger had 
ever stayed at my address (three days 
later it was impossible for the police to 
recollect if they had him in custody and 
what were his present whereabouts). In 
this case there might have been some 
humane reason for releasing my ex- 
lodger as soon as his address was 
corroborated — but subsequent events 
showed they were in no haste to release 
him. The choice of early hours is a 
deliberate psychological trick. 

It may be claimed that ample precau¬ 
tions are taken against the frivolous, 
useless or mischievous issue of warrants 
by the fact that they are signed by a 
magistrate. If you have ever been to 


the Bishop of vVoolwichs resignation 
from the Labour Party although we wish 
that he had not decided to join the 
Liberals. 

How can racism be fought? The 
Labour Government’s policy has shown 
the futility of the lobby - your - MP 
approach of the old leadership of the 
Campaign Against Racial Discrimination. 

Likewise the treatment of Asians by 
the Kenya government has shown the 
emptiness of the talk of ‘Afro-Asian soli¬ 
darity’ and ‘the third world’ we hear 
from those ‘Black Power’ advocates 
whose political activity consists largely 
of entertaining the crowds at Speakers’ 
Corner. 

However, the 3,000-strong march 
against the Immigration Act shows that 
the potential for an anti-racist movement 
exists in this country. 

If such a movement is to accomplish 
anything it must be prepared to organise 
on a local level against employers who 
discriminate against coloured workers, 
against white and black slum landlords 
and police who find immigrants an easy 
target. 

These campaigns are clearly in the 
interest of black and white. If employers 
are allowed to underpay coloured wor¬ 
kers this will create a reservoir of cheap 
labour ready to be used as strike breakers. 

If black and white tenants fight each 
other only the landlords will gain. 

If the police are permitted to victimise 
immigrants they will use the same tech¬ 
niques against others. 

Roger Sandell. 


that university of anarchism, a magis¬ 
trates’ (alias police) court, you may have 
noticed a burly man hovering about the 
witness box during a case; he passes a 
document to the usher, who takes advan¬ 
tage of a lull in the proceedings when 
the magistrate is not pontificating or 
issuing judgement to slip it over to him 
for signature, with a brief glance the 
magistrate signs it, the usher returns it 
to the detective and the squad car is off, 
licensed to search anywhere. Perhaps 
the occasional search that takes place 
without a warrant is nearly as great a 
legal farce. 

In the last weeks there have been 
two flagrant examples of quite useless 
and pointless searches by the police (not 
counting those on Stuart Christie and 
Freedom Press). 

Firstly, police ‘acting on information 
received’, raided Lady Diana Cooper’s 
house at midnight. The JP signing the 
warrant is reported to have said it didn't 
matter to him whether the house was 
occupied by Lady Diana Cooper or 
King Kong. All very fine and demo¬ 
cratic but probably it would have been 
better to have raided King Kong for 
nobody (except possibly the RSPCA) 
would have complained as they did when 
such an eminently respectable lady was 
raided, in fact she was absent abroad. 
However hard cases show up bad law, 
and the law of search warrants seems to 
be very bad. 

Secondly, an unknown citizen was 

Continued on page 2 
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We have a large stock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want or 
better still, visit us. This week’s selection. 

The Philosophy of Anarchism 

Herbert Read. Limited edition, 
unsigned, unnumbered. Bound 
in upside down. (Rare in this 

state.) 6/- 

Love is Revolution: The Story of 
Camille Desmoulins John Hartcup 6/- 
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Reginald Reynolds 8/6 
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Phoenix H. G. Wells 5/- 
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Clarence Lee Swartz 5/- 
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(ed.) Edgar Lee Masters 3/6 
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A. W. Benn 4/6 
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Joseph McCabe 5/- 

Failure of the Left 

Norman Mansfield 5/- 
After the Strike of a Sex 
or Zugassenf s Discovery 
George Noyes Miller (paperback) 7/6 
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TjlOR THOSE COMRADES who want 
*■“ background information I will try 
to explain the German scene. 

In general the problems of the late 
capitalist society are the same in 
Britain and Germany. But there are 
some specific German attributes. I’ll 
start with the German revolution of 
1918 that ended World War I. 

The old social-democrats tradition of 
law and order was to adjust workers life 
to bourgeois middle-class standards. So 
the real enemy of the social-democrats 
was on the left, the communists. 

During the war, only the communists 
were opposing the emperor. And after 
the revolution the social-democrats 
formed the new government. For them 
the enemy was still on the left, KPD 
and the split USPD. 

The new republic was built on the 
forces who were traditional right wing 
and favouring monarchy and the strong 
leader, blaming the Parliament for gossip¬ 
ing, the civil servants and lawyers. 

The same government had some revo¬ 
lutionaries of the ‘Brigade Erhard’ exe¬ 
cuted, who they themselves called to 
Berlin to guard the young republic 
against right-wing militaries. A social- 
democratic government gave permission 
to the right-wing army to shoot workers 
of a peaceful demonstration. Everybody 
knows the end. 


After the shock of 1945 there seemed 
to be hope for a real democratic develop¬ 
ment. The Americans started their re¬ 
education programme. But with the east- 
west confrontation, they started a policy 
of roll back, the old strong forces were 
called into leading positions again and 
instead of reformation, there was restora¬ 
tion. It was the swing from Morgenthau 
to Marshall plan. The old industrialists 
who subsidised Hitler now got the 
American money to rebuild their factories. 

Because there was enough to recon¬ 
struct, the profit rates were very high, the 
so-called ‘Wirtschaftswunder’. Other rea¬ 
sons for the economic progress are the 
American investments and the increase 
of skilled labourers from East Germany. 

The new state of Bonn had two goals: 
Guarantee of high profit rates and regain¬ 
ing the east parts of Germany in an anti¬ 
communist movement. The industries 
were also very interested in the east as 
a new market, so they were backing 
Konrad Adenauer’s policy in every 
aspect. 

But with the end of the reconstruction 
phase, they had to solve some new pro¬ 
blems. West Germany was on the edge 
of an economic crisis. As long as the 
workers could participate in the increase 
of wealth and if only to a lower degree, 
they could be kept calm. There was no 
real danger for the establishment as long 
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raided in Kilburn by five policemen, 
one policewoman and one dog. This 
excessive display of the force was neces¬ 
sary to read some of the man’s private 
letters and to search for non-existent 
drugs. This extraordinary disproportion 
was displayed at its peak in a drug raid 
at ‘Middle Earth’ club last weekend 
when 150 police were necessary to make 
eleven arrests (an average of .7 per 
arrest per man). Surely the police have 
something better to do with their time 
. . . perhaps not! 

It is highly significant that these three 
raids were concerned with drugs, a sub¬ 
ject about which the emotions have been 
sufficiently roused lately as to make it 
possible to skip or overlook such tire¬ 
some things as citizen’s rights, civil 
liberties or decent human behaviour. The 
Fulham-Hammersmith Council Cam¬ 
paign for Drug Education has a poster 
which says: ‘Drug Addiction is a Sick¬ 
ness not a Crime’. Try telling that to 
the police. 

These raids have been arbitrarily 
selected by nearness in time and are 
merely the cases of those who have com¬ 
plained. But what of those who never 
complained at irregularities, of those 
framed, of those on whom something 
was planted, the poor, ignorant, weak, 
delinquent, illiterate, recidivists who 
throng our prisons? They know nothing 
of legal niceties. 


Not that the law helps either. Despite 
the well-meaning legislators—and there 
are not many of them!—English law 
rests finally upon case-law, that is, the 
interpretation of the law by judges and, 
with regard to search warrants, a recent 
case ruled that the object found and 
taken away with a search warrant need 
not necessarily be the one for which the 
search warrant was issued. The case 
referred to, involved a dress merchant 
and the police searched for stolen 
dresses, they didn’t find what they 
wanted but they took away other dresses. 
The merchant sued the police, he won 
in the lower court but lost in a higher 
court so by this one judgement the whole 
principle of search warrants and care¬ 
ful consideration as a safeguard by the 
magistrate goes by the board. Readers 
of Freedom will remember the case of 
the search of Indica Books (not followed 
by a prosecution) in which the police 
were unsure whether they were looking 
for drugs or pornography and so took 
both books and used ashtrays. This has 
now been sanctioned by law. 

An Englishman’s home is no longer 
his castle and the search warrant cer¬ 
tainly lowered the drawbridge. The 
police who visited us last week were 
looking for bombs, but the real bomb 
ticking away under the British citizen’s 
civil liberties is the power of the police 
symbolised in the search warrant. 

Jack Robinson. 
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The Evolution of Civilisation 

Joseph McCabe 5/- 

Failure of the Left 

Norman Mansfield 5/- 
After the Strike of a Sex 
or Zugassent’s Discovery 
George Noyes Miller (paperback) 7/6 
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raided in Kilburn by five policemen, 
one policewoman and one dog. This 
excessive display of the force was neces¬ 
sary to read some of the man’s private 
letters and to search for non-existent 
drugs. This extraordinary disproportion 
was displayed at its peak in a drug raid 
at ‘Middle Earth’ club last weekend 
when 150 police were necessary to make 
eleven arrests (an average of .7 per 
arrest per man). Surely the police have 
something better to do with their time 
. . . perhaps not! 

It is highly significant that these three 
raids were concerned with drugs, a sub¬ 
ject about which the emotions have been 
sufficiently roused lately as to make it 
possible to skip or overlook such tire¬ 
some things as citizen’s rights, civil 
liberties or decent human behaviour. The 
Fulham-Hammersmith Council Cam¬ 
paign for Drug Education has a poster 
which says: ‘Drug Addiction is a Sick¬ 
ness not a Crime’. Try telling that to 
the police. 

These raids have been arbitrarily 
selected by nearness in time and are 
merely the cases of those who have com¬ 
plained. But what of those who never 
complained at irregularities, of those 
framed, of those on whom something 
was planted, the poor, ignorant, weak, 
delinquent, illiterate, recidivists who 
throng our prisons? They know nothing 
of legal niceties. 


Not that the law helps either. Despite 
the well-meaning legislators—and there 
are not many of them!—English law 
rests finally upon case-law, that is, the 
interpretation of the law by judges and, 
with regard to search warrants, a recent 
case ruled that the object found and 
taken away with a search warrant need 
not necessarily be the one for which the 
search warrant was issued. The case 
referred to, involved a dress merchant 
and the police searched for stolen 
dresses, they didn’t find what they 
wanted but they took away other dresses. 
The merchant sued the police, he won 
in the lower court but lost in a higher 
court so by this one judgement the whole 
principle of search warrants and care¬ 
ful consideration as a safeguard by the 
magistrate goes by the board. Readers 
of Freedom will remember the case of 
the search of Indica Books (not followed 
by a prosecution) in which the police 
were unsure whether they were looking 
for drugs or pornography and so took 
both books and used ashtrays. This has 
now been sanctioned by law. 

An Englishman’s home is no longer 
his castle and the search warrant cer¬ 
tainly lowered the drawbridge. The 
police who visited us last week were 
looking for bombs, but the real bomb 
ticking away under the British citizen’s 
civil liberties is the power of the police 
symbolised in the search warrant. 

Jack Robinson. 
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Anarchist Federation of Britain 

General enquiries should be sent to the London Federation. 

CAMPAIGN FOR THE RELEASE OF OCTAVIO ALBEROLA! 


LONDON FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS. 

c/o Libra House, 256 Pentonville Road, London, 
N.l. Business meetings first Sunday of the month. 
For details apply to LFA. 

New Meeting Place, Marquis of Granby, Cam¬ 
bridge Circus, Charing Cross Road. Sundays 
8 p.m. 

LEWISHAM. Contact Mike Malet, 61B Gran¬ 
ville Park, Lewisham, London, S.E.13. Phone: 
01-852 8879. 

EALING ANARCHIST GROUP. Get into 
touch with Ken King, 54 Norwood Road, 
Southall. 

KING’S CROSS GROUP, c/o Libra House, 256 
Pentonville Road, London, N.l. 

S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS. Contact: 14 
Qapham Court, King’s Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S.W.4. 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack Robinson 
and Mary Canipa’s, 21 Rurabold Road, S.W.6 
(off King’s Road), 8 p.m. 

3rd Friday of each month at 8 p.m. at Donald 
and Irene Rooura’s, now at 13 Savernake Road. 
London. N.W.3. 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

ABERDEEN ANARCHISTS meet 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of month at M. Dey’s, 142 Walker 
Road, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at Liz Smith’s, 
3 Sinclair Road. Correspondence to either address. 
ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION (SWF 
local group. Folk Song Workshop and Committee 
of 100, Collater Climbing Club). Contact Iain 
MacDonald. 15 Cotton Street. Aberdeen. 
BIRMINGHAM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUP. All anarchists, syndicalists, 
individualists, etc., please contact Geoff and 
Caroline Charlton, 32 Swindon Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 17 (near Portland Road). Note new 
address. 

BOLTON. Get in touch with Les Smith, 22 
Grosvenor Street. Bolton. Lancs. 

BOURNEMOUTH AND EAST DORSET 
ANARCHISTS. Please contact John McCain, 
14 Milton Road. Bournemouth (B’m’th 22279) 
or Tim Deane, Juliet. West Moors, Wimborne, 
Dorset (Ferndown 3588). 

BRIGHTON. Get in touch with 79 Coleman 


Street, Brighton, 7. Poetry readings every 
Tuesday in Archway 187 on the Seafront. 
Admission is free and all poets welcome. 8.30 p.m. 
onwards. 

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS. Contact Sam Fisher and 
Adam Nicholson at 15 The Paragon, Bristol, 8. 
FIFE LIBERTARIANS. Contact Bob and Una 
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital, 
by Cupar, Fife. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE. Cor¬ 
respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Saracen Head 
Lane, Glasgow, C. 1. 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View, Potters Heath Lane, Potters Heath, 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hughendon 
Road Marshalswick, St. Albans, Herts. 

IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Nell Dean, 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

KILBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 Kilburn House, Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every Tuesday. 
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian 
action and debate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at 1 The Crescent, King Street, Leicester. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NOTTING HILL. Please get in touch with John 
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy, Flat 4. 88 Clarendon 
Road, London, W. 11. Tel.: 727 9745. Meetings 
every Monday at 7 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Every six weeks at Green- 
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson. 

READING ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Three-monthly meetings. Groups and individuals 
invited to associate: c/o Keith Nathan, 138 Penny- 
mead, Harlow, Essex. 

Group Addresses:— 

BASILDON. M. Powell, 7 Lingcroft, Basildon, 

BISHOPS STORTFORD. Vic Mount, Eastview’, 
Castle Street. Bishops Stortford, Herts. 
CHELMSFORD. (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purleigh, Chelmsford, Essex. 

EPPING. John Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping, Essex. 
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After the shock of 1945 there seemed 
to be hope for a real democratic develop¬ 
ment. The Americans started their re¬ 
education programme. But with the east- 
west confrontation, they started a policy 
of roll back, the old strong forces were 
called into leading positions again and 
instead of reformation, there was restora¬ 
tion. It was the swing from Morgenthau 
to Marshall plan. The old industrialists 
who subsidised Hitler now got the 
American money to rebuild their factories. 

Because there was enough to recon¬ 
struct, the profit rates were very high, the 
so-called ‘Wirtschaftswunder’. Other rea¬ 
sons for the economic progress are the 
American investments and the increase 
of skilled labourers from East Germany. 

The new state of Bonn had two goals: 
Guarantee of high profit rates and regain¬ 
ing the east parts of Germany in an anti¬ 
communist movement. The industries 
were also very interested in the east as 
a new market, so they were backing 
Konrad Adenauer’s policy in every 
aspect. 

But with the end of the reconstruction 
phase, they had to solve some new pro¬ 
blems. West Germany was on the edge 
of an economic crisis. As long as the 
workers could participate in the increase 
of wealth and if only to a lower degree, 
they could be kept calm. There was no 
real danger for the establishment as long 


i’$ that Bomb ? 


Continued from page 1 

1 by five policemen, 
and one dog. This 
f the force was neces- 
of the man’s private 
arch for non-existent 
>rdinary disproportion 
Is peak in a drug raid 
’ club last weekend 
ere necessary to make 
i average of .7 per 
Surely the police have 
:o do with their time 

ificant that these three 
ted with drugs, a sub- 
le emotions have been 
lately as to make it 
>r overlook such tire- 
citizen’s rights, civil 
human behaviour. The 
nith Council Cam- 
ducation has a poster 
\ Addiction is a Sick- 
\ Try telling that to 

ave been arbitrarily 
ess in time and are 
t those who have com- 
t of those who never 
regularities, of those 
on whom something 
poor, ignorant, weak, 
ate, recidivists who 
? They know nothing 


Not that the law helps either. Despite 
the well-meaning legislators—and there 
are not many of them!—English law 
rests finally upon case-law, that is, the 
interpretation of the law by judges and, 
with regard to search warrants, a recent 
case ruled that the object found and 
taken away with a search warrant need 
not necessarily be the one for which the 
search warrant was issued. The case 
referred to, involved a dress merchant 
and the police searched for stolen 
dresses, they didn’t find what they 
wanted but they took away other dresses. 
The merchant sued the police, he won 
in the lower court but lost in a higher 
court so by this one judgement the whole 
principle of search warrants and care¬ 
ful consideration as a safeguard by the 
magistrate goes by the board. Readers 
of Freedom will remember the case of 
the search of Indica Books (not followed 
by a prosecution) in which the police 
were unsure whether they were looking 
for drugs or pornography and so took 
both books and used ashtrays. This has 
now been sanctioned by law. 

An Englishman’s home is no longer 
his castle and the search warrant cer¬ 
tainly lowered the drawbridge. The 
police who visited us last week were 
looking for bombs, but the real bomb 
ticking away under the British citizen’s 
civil liberties is the power of the police 
symbolised in the search warrant. 

Jack Robinson. 


as nobody tried to find out what could 
be done with a constitution saying in its 
Article 15 that socialisation is possible. 
But for that case they prepared emer¬ 
gency laws, to abandon the human rights 
out of the constitution. 

In a time when the cold war was going 
down and both sides didn’t want any 
trouble around Europe it was obvious, 
even for a big part of the general wor¬ 
kers’ union, that these laws were against 
them. So they joined the fight of the 
German ‘ban - the - bomb’ movement 
against these laws, which is one origin 
of the out of parliament opposition. 

The other reason for the economic 
crisis and for sinking profit rates was the 
lack of qualified labour. Since the Berlin 
wall, when no more well-trained workers 
could be called to West Germany the 


lack of an effective school system was 
obvious. So the industrialists put some 
pressure on the universitites to economize 
the education of students. They knew 
in the education of students. They knew 
quite well that most students become left¬ 
wingers in a study which gives them some 
time for their own development, espe¬ 
cially in social sciences and philosophy. 
When at last the Christian-Democrat 
Government was at its end, and a poli¬ 
tical change was at hand, the social- 
democrats had again a chance to show 
what their place really is: they saved the 
conservatives by joining the big coalition. 
And under the pressure of big industry 
and their bosses in the US Government, 
restoration goes on uncovering the old 
fascist brown under the black and red. 

Berlin Correspondent. 

.■■■■in.... FILMS 


THE ‘MARAT-SADE’ 


Motion picture version of Peter 
Weiss's play : 

‘The persecution and assassination 
of Jean-Paul Marat as performed by 
the inmates of the asylum of 
Charenton under the direction of the 
Marquis de Sade.’ 

i^IVE YOUR ID an outing, but leave 
^ your Grandmother at home if you 
see the film version of the ‘Marat-Sade’, 
because this is not Granny’s type of trip. 

The occurrence is set in the past, but 
applies to the present as much as your 
next nightmare. Anyone who has felt, 
or inflicted, the mental equivalent of 
housefly-amputation, or reveres the paint¬ 
ings of Francis Bacon, will discover a 
similar fascinated horror in this produc¬ 
tion, which puts its wriggling microcosm 
under a sharply focussed microscope. 
However, all is not horror, there are also 
mitigating measures of beauty and 
wonder, just as powerful as the despair. 
The creepy-crawlies are only innocent 
children in disguise. 

The script will equally satisfy and 
insult an anarchist, a statesman, or any 
other creature with two legs and an 
opinion. Each will find his own cause 
both justified and shattered in the same 
script. The play within the film roars 
the truth about the state, but may not 
supply us with many new anarchists 
from the cinema audience, because its 
hope, after blooming, withers. De Sade 
in the asylum and in his play, hints of a 
possible world with a sort of freedom, 
but when weakness, perversity and 
anger destroy it, he laughs as if he 
knew all along what would happen. 
However, lost or not, the case against 
the state is portrayed with precision, 
irony, then passion; the points made 
could only be missed by the state itself 
and its blindest sheep. The patients are 
suggested to be suffering, in the widest 


sense, from suppression following the 
French Revolution, and the reactions of 
the French aristocratic play-audience 
may remind you of the ancient cry, ‘The 
peasants are revolting’. Their revulsion 
is only sniffed into handkerchiefs, until 
they themselves are compelled to partici¬ 
pate in the play when the asylum's 
actors, having used up their scripts, re¬ 
enact ‘La Revolution’ extempore. 

The photography and direction are 
brilliant and the use of colour, fully 
integrated with mood, might teach most 
of the film industry how to use it. Most 
of the acting is difficult to qualify, be¬ 
cause the actors have the embarrassing 
task of being people who find formal 
acting difficult. Their asylum-selves keep 
breaking through and there is deliber¬ 
ately no clear division between their 
basic selves and their parts. The absence 
of demarcation lines between reality and 
fantasy, or acted reality and acted fan¬ 
tasy, is essential to the whole film. The 
play-actors merge in conflict with the 
play-audience who, in turn, merge with 
the front row of the stalls. If you pic¬ 
ture yourself as a misunderstood genius 
you may even identify with your 
favourite inmate of the asylum. 

Patrick Magee is nearly perfect as a 
fatherly de Sade; a most beautifully 
moving performance is by Glenda Jack- 
son as a gentle melancholic with violin 
string nerves, acting the part of the 
murderess; the funniest role is that of a 
sex-maniac trying to play her platonic 
boyfriend. 

If you are interested in cinema audi¬ 
ences : during the film several people 
walked out (it was a single performance); 
a girl fainted; there were drawn faces 
when the lights went up; in the loo was 
a washbasin full of assorted vomit; so 
don’t take Granny between meals. 

Tony Hulse. 
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interpretation of the law by judges and, 
with regard to search warrants, a recent 
case ruled that the object found and 
taken away with a search warrant need 
not necessarily be the one for which the 
search warrant was issued. The case 
referred to, involved a dress merchant 
and the police searched for stolen 
dresses, they didn’t find what they 
wanted but they took away other dresses. 
The merchant sued the police, he won 
in the lower court but lost in a higher 
court so by this one judgement the whole 
principle of search warrants and care¬ 
ful consideration as a safeguard by the 
magistrate goes by the board. Readers 
of Freedom will remember the case of 
the search of Indica Books (not followed 
by a prosecution) in which the police 
were unsure whether they were looking 
for drugs or pornography and so took 
both books and used ashtrays. This has 
now been sanctioned by law. 

An Englishman’s home is no longer 
his castle and the search warrant cer¬ 
tainly lowered the drawbridge. The 
police who visited us last week were 
looking for bombs, but the real bomb 
ticking away under the British citizen’s 
civil liberties is the power of the police 
symbolised in the search warrant. 

Jack Robinson. 


of Jecm-Paul Marat as performed by 
the inmates of the asylum of 
Charenton under the direction of the 
Marquis de Sade.* 
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^ your Grandmother at home if you 
see the film version of the ‘Marat-Sade’, 
because this is not Granny’s type of trip. 

The occurrence is set in the past, but 
applies to the present as much as your 
next nightmare. Anyone who has felt, 
or inflicted, the mental equivalent of 
housefly-amputation, or reveres the paint¬ 
ings of Francis Bacon, will discover a 
similar fascinated horror in this produc¬ 
tion, which puts its wriggling microcosm 
under a sharply focussed microscope. 
However, all is not horror, there are also 
mitigating measures of beauty and 
wonder, just as powerful as the despair. 
The creepy-crawlies are only innocent 
children in disguise. 

The script will equally satisfy and 
insult an anarchist, a statesman, or any 
other creature with two legs and an 
opinion. Each will find his own cause 
both justified and shattered in the same 
script. The play within the film roars 
the truth about the state, but may not 
supply us with many new anarchists 
from the cinema audience, because its 
hope, after blooming, withers. De Sade 
in the asylum and in his play, hints of a 
possible world with a sort of freedom, 
but when weakness, perversity and 
anger destroy it, he laughs as if he 
knew all along what would happen. 
However, lost or not, the case against 
the state is portrayed with precision, 
irony, then passion; the points made 
could only be missed by the state itself 
and its blindest sheep. The patients are 
suggested to be suffering, in the widest 
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they themselves are compelled to partici¬ 
pate in the play when the asylum's 
actors, having used up their scripts, re¬ 
enact ‘La Revolution’ extempore. 

The photography and direction are 
brilliant and the use of colour, fully 
integrated with mood, might teach most 
of the film industry how to use it. Most 
of the acting is difficult to qualify, be¬ 
cause the actors have the embarrassing 
task of being people who find formal 
acting difficult. Their asylum-selves keep 
breaking through and there is deliber¬ 
ately no clear division between their 
basic selves and their parts. The absence 
of demarcation lines between reality and 
fantasy, or acted reality and acted fan¬ 
tasy, is essential to the whole film. The 
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play-audience who* in turn, merge with 
the front row of the stalls. If you pic¬ 
ture yourself as a misunderstood genius 
you may even identify with your 
favourite inmate of the asylum. 

Patrick Magee is nearly perfect as a 
fatherly de Sade; a most beautifully 
moving performance is by Glenda Jack- 
son as a gentle melancholic with violin 
string nerves, acting the part of the 
murderess; the funniest role is that of a 
sex-maniac trying to play her platonic 
boyfriend. 
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ences : during the film several people 
walked out (it was a single performance); 
a girl fainted; there were drawn faces 
when the lights went up; in the loo was 
a washbasin full of assorted vomit; so 
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Street, Brighton, 7. Poetry readings every 
Tuesday in Archway 187 on the Seafront. 
Admission is free and all poets welcome. 8.30 p.m. 
onwards. 

BRISTOL ANARCHISTS. Contact Sam Fisher and 
Adam Nicholson at 15 The Paragon, Bristol, 8. 
FIFE LIBERTARIANS. Contact Bob and Una 
Turnbull, 39 Stratheden Park, Stratheden Hospital, 
by Cupar, Fife. 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP ONE. Cor¬ 
respondence to Robert Lynn, 2b Saracen Head 
Lane, Glasgow, C.l. 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View, Potters Heath Lane, Potters Heath, 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hughendon 
Road Marshalswick, St. Albans, Herts. 

IPSWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact Neil Dean, 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 

KILBURN, LONDON. Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 Kilburn House, Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6. Meetings 8 p.m. every Tuesday. 
LEICESTER PROJECT. Peace/Libertarian 
action and debate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at 1 The Crescent. King Street, Leicester. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST GROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NOTTING HILL. Please get in touch with John 
Bennett and Marilyn Paddy, Flat 4. 88 Clarendon 
Road, London, W.ll. Tel.: 727 9745. Meetings 
every Monday at 7 p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Every six weeks at Green- 
ways, Knockholt. Phone: Knockholt 2316. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson. 

READING ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Alan Ross, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berks. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Three-monthly meetings. Groups and individuals 
invited to associate: c/o Keith Nathan, 138 Penny- 
mead, Harlow, Essex. 

Group Addresses:— 

BASILDON. M. Powell, 7 Lingcroft, Basildon, 
Essex. 

BISHOPS STORTFORD. Vic Mount, ‘Eastview’, 
Castle Street. Bishops Stortford. Herts. 
CHELMSFORD. (Mrs.) Eva Archer, Mill House, 
Purleigh, Chelmsford, Essex. 

EPPING. John Barrick, 14 Centre Avenue, 
Epping, Essex. 


HARLOW. John Deards, 184 Carter’s Mead, Har¬ 
low, and/or Geoff Hardy, 6 Redricks Lane, Har¬ 
low, Essex. Monthly meetings in ‘The Essex 
Skipper’, The Stow, Harlow. 

LOUGHTON. Group c/o Students’ Union, 
Loughton College of Further Education, Borders 
Lane, Leighton, Essex. 

MUCH hADHAM. Leslie Riodan, High Street, 
Much Hadham, Herts. 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell, ‘Maybush’, 
Maypole Road, Tiptree, Essex. Group meets first 
Monday in each month, 7.15 p.m. at 91 Brook 
Road, Tolleshunt Knights, Tiptree, Essex. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

Regional Secretary: Alistair Rattray, 35a 
Devonshire Road, Chorley. 

NORTH WEST ANARCHIST FEDERATION. 
BUXTON ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary: 
F. A. Gresty, Punchbowl, Manchester Road, 
Buxton. 

CHORLEY ANARCHIST GROUP. Secretary: 
Alistair T. Rattray, 35a Devonshire Road, 
Chorley. 

LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST PROPAGANDA 
GROUP AND ‘HIPPY’ MOVEMENT. Gerry 
Bree, 16 Faulkner Square, Liverpool, 8. Meetings 
weekly. ‘Freedom’ Sales—Pier Head, Saturdays, 

Sundays, Evenings. 

MANCHESTER ANARCHIST GROUP. Secre¬ 
tary: Dave Poulson, 9 Boland Street, Fallowfield, 
Manchester, 14. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Pete Sacker, 22 Sandon Street, Liverpool. Meet¬ 
ings: First Thursday of month, 8 p.m. 

SOUTH WALES 
ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHIST GROUP, SWANSEA 
ANARCHIST GROUP. A11 correspondence to:— 

Pete Raymond, 90 Albany Road, Roath. Weekly 
meetings. Freedom sales and action projects. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY GROUP (Anar¬ 
chists and Peace). Contact Dave King, 17 Havelock 
Road, Norwich. 

LSE ANARCHIST GROUP, c/o Student Union, 
London School of Economics. Houghton Street, 
W.C.2. 

OXFORD ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact Steve 
Watts. Trinity College. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY GROUP. Contact 

Robin Tovell c/o Students’ Union. Sheffield 
SOUTHWARK COLLEGE (New Libertarian 
Front). Contact Dave Biggs. Room T/7. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHISTS. To launch 


the group, an open discussion on Anarchism at 
the University, Falmer, nr. Brighton, Friday 
evening, March 1. All welcome. Contact Francis 
Jarman, 16 Charlotte Street, Brighton BN2 1AG. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meetings—discussions—activities. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, London, 
N.W.7. 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

EDINBURGH anarchists contact Konrad Borow- 
ski, 13 Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 3. 
Tel.: WAV 7459. 

TAUNTON LIBERTARIANS. Contact Jill and 
John Driver, 59 Beadon Road, Taunton, Somerset. 
Meetings alternate Friday evenings. 

CROYDON, NORWOOD, BECKENHAM. Anar¬ 
chists, Syndicalists, Libertarian or Pacifist Socialists 
to form Croydon, Norwood, Beckenham Liber¬ 
tarian Group. Contact Jim Radford or Laurens 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Thornton Heath. 

ELTHAM (Libertarian/Peace Action). Contact 
Terry Liddle, 83 Gregory Crescent, S.E.9. 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA. Federation of Australian Anar¬ 
chists!, P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Public 
meetings every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.m. 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street, Paddington, 
Sydney. 8 p.m. 

DAN/SH ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Gothers- 
gade, 27, Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA. Anyone interes¬ 
ted in forming anarchist and/or direct action 
peace group contact Derek A. James, 1844 
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada. Tel.: 987-2693. 

USA: VERMONT. New Hampshire Anarchist 
Group. Meets weekly — discussion, individual 
action. Contact Ed. Strauss at RFD 2, Wood- 
stock, Vermont 05091, USA. 

SWEDEN. Stockholm Anarchist Federation 
Contact Nadir. Box 19104., Stockholm 19, Sweden 
SWEDEN: Libertad, Allmana Vagen 6, Gothen¬ 
burg V. 

CANADA: Winnipeg. Anybody interested in 
Direct action/anarchy contact G. J. Nasir, 606 
Matheson Avenue. Winnipeg, 17, Manitoba. 
BELGIUM: LIEGE. Provos, c/o Jacques Charlier. 
11 Avenue de la Laiterie, Sclessim-Liege, Belgium 
EAST AFRICA. George Matthews would like to 
make contact. Secondary school teacher from 
UK. PO Box 90. Kakamega, Kenya. 

USA. James W. Cain, secretary. Insurgency 
Anarchist Association. 323 Fourth Street, Cloquet, 
Minnesota 55720. USA. 

GROUP-(T)REASON. Australian Anarchist, c/o 
Melbourne University Union or Paddy Evans, 
c/o the same. 




LEVELLERS & DIGGERS 


1649, AN HISTORICAL OUTLINE , 
by James Duke, with which is included 
AN AGREEMENT OF THE FREE 
PEOPLE OF ENGLAND, by John Lil - 
burne, William Walwyn, Thomas Prince 
& Richard Overton, and A DECLARA¬ 
TION TO THE POWERS OF ENG¬ 
LAND AND TO ALL THE POWERS 
OF THE WORLD, by Gerrard Win - 
stanely & William Everard, Coptic Press , 
1967. 

NGLAND IS NOTORIOUSLY the 
country where political differences 
are settled by compromise, where noth¬ 
ing is ever taken to extremes, and where 
movements of the far Right or the far 
Left are insignificant. This national 
characteristic seems to have been already 
in existence in the seventeenth century, 
for the two movements described in this 
pamphlet were never more than minority 
movements, although neither hesitated to 


speak in the name of the people of 
England. 

John Lilburne was the spokesman of 
the Leveller movement. His ideal was a 
liberal, parliamentary democracy, with 
manhood suffrage. He did not wish to 
interfere with the rights of property. To 
some extent, although his ideas were 
advanced for his day, his proposals have 
been implemented, and even surpassed 
(women too have the vote at twenty- 
one). For good or ill we are living in 
John Lilburne’s utopia right now. 

Gerrard Winstanely, on the other 
hand, was not only in advance of the 
seventeenth century, but of the twentieth 
century also. We have not yet caught up 
with him. He was a religious mystic. 
His DECLARATION reads much less 
clearly than John Lilburne’s AGREE¬ 
MENT. It is a mixture of Old Testa¬ 
ment mythology and anarchist com- 


ARRESTED IN THAILAND 


O N WEDNESDAY, February 28, nine 
members of the ‘non-violent action 
in Vietnam group’ held a demonstration 
at the Udon American bomber base in 
North Thailand. They handed out leaf¬ 
lets to GIs urging them to refuse to go 
on bombing missions and to leave the 
armed forces. As they were unable to 
enter the base non-violently they sat 
down and were all arrested. Five of 
them are on hunger-strike. They are in 


the custody of the Immigation Police 
and will leave Thailand on the first 
available flight. 

Those arrested were Pat Arrowsmith, 
Rachel Blake, Jennie James, Nigel Gray, 
Kevin Huddy, Philip Wilson and Derek 
Russell, Ben and Muriel Azmier. 

We are informed that they are well 
treated but the photograph in the 
Observer showed an armed policeman 
pointing a gun at them. 


WILSON IN LAMBETH 


O N THE FREEZING cold night of 
Friday, February 23, over 200 
people, CND-ers, Anarchists, YCL-ers, 
members of IS, even some Young Tories, 
gathered outside Lambeth Town Hall to 
give Harold Wilson the kind of recep¬ 
tion he deserves. Also present were 3 
divisions of police, several Black Marias, 
vans bearing the words ‘Special Patrol’, 
the inevitable green buses, a lorry (full 
of police) and several mounties. On the 
day of the demo., the local ‘South Lon- 


In Peace News 
this week 

Decentralism and the Greek Revolu¬ 
tion, Mildred Loomis. Thoughts of a 
two-legged Animal — by a Vietnamese 
Professor. Adrian Mitchell’s new book 
of poems reviewed by Roger Bernerd. 
Editorials on Vietnam Solidarity, Em¬ 
bassy bombing, Students and Immigra¬ 
tion. 

Price 1/- from 

Housman’s, 5 Caledonian Road, N.l. 


MOVING FUND 

Target is £500. 

Received to date—£359 8s. 4d. 


don Press’ had said 20 extra police would 
be on duty outside the Town Hall. 
Somewhat of an under-estimation. 

Before the demo., members of Lam¬ 
beth CND had been visited by detectives 
(probably SB men) who demanded 
several copies of leaflets they were pro¬ 
ducing and warned them any law-break¬ 
ing would be jumped on. This has been 
described by the NCCL as a classic 
example of police intimidation. During 
the demo, a comrade from Merton who 
made a 2-fingered gesture at a well- 
dressed ‘lady’ who looked out of the 
Town Hall window, perhaps to see how 
the lower orders live, was told by a high- 
ranking officer that were he to repeat 
the gesture he would have his face 
smashed in. Aren’t our policemen 
wonderful? 

The former Chairman of Norwood 
LPYS declined to attend the function, 
saying he was fed up with broken 
promises. Aren’t we all? Outside the 
Town Hall, demonstrators filled the cold 
evening air with chants of ‘hands off 
Vietnam’, ‘Wilson out’, ‘wage freeze out’, 
‘rent rises out’, ‘Socialist revolution in’. 
Wilson was smuggled in the back way to 
be greeted by a group of LPYS members 
who told him they supported the Viet- 
cong. 

As it grew colder, several drifted pub- 
wards, a few staying to chat to the 
police, one of whom thought workers 
were cowards and would run at the 


munism. However it was much more 
radical in its proposals, and the vitality 
of Winstanely’s ideas has been sufficient 
to influence other men in other parts of 
the world, in other centuries, and in 
surroundings which would seem to Win¬ 
stanely like science-fiction does to us. 
There is a Digger movement in the 
United States today. 

John Duke provides a historical set- 
ting for the AGREEMENT and the 
DECLARATION. It is saddening to 
read that though there were large num¬ 
bers of Levellers in the Cromwellian 
armies, he even mentions ‘Leveller regi¬ 
ments’, this did not prevent them form¬ 
ing a united front with their fellow 
Parliamentarians to knock hell out of 


the Irish. To the 1 
seventeenth century t 
coloured people are 
the twentieth, i.e., 
mentary democracy 
tended to them. 

The Diggers on th 
non-violent. The sti 
to put them down, 
and tradesmen did th 
by invading their sett 
ing up their tools 
merely looked on an< 

From James Duke 
it does not look as 
serious chance of a ! 
England in 1649. T1 
people were interest 
social questions, at le 
interested in politics 
merely trying to keep 
the armies of King ai 

A] 


BONNIE & CLYDE 


Dear Sirs, 

I would like briefly to answer some 
of John Roe’s recent criticisms of my 
Bonnie and Clyde review. Firstly my 
lynch-a-policeman attitude. 

It is obviously not very constructive 
to go around killing policemen any more 
than anyone else—but when you have 
been hounded and shot at by them it can 
sometimes be understood. 

Condemning it under these circum¬ 
stances is rather like reprimanding a bull 
for charging a matador after being 
taunted and incited beyond endurance. 

It could also be argued that the police¬ 
men on the street were not the real force 
behind the unjust State which imposed 
itself upon them at that time—and kill¬ 
ing them made little difference. This is 
true, but rather like the frustrated 
anarchists who assassinated leaders, 
when a hatred builds up inside you to 
an unbearable degree any action is pre¬ 
ferable to none, even if it has little 
effect. And in a situation like this, 
policemen and leaders represent the 
State and are the most obvious and 
accessible targets. 

Secondly, John Roe asks what the film 
has got to do with anarchism. An article 
in the last issue of Freedom on Anarcho- 
Communism starts ‘the goal of Anarch¬ 
ism is the freedom of the individual to 
develop his faculties in a harmonious 
society’. 


This is obviously 
now and was even 
and Clyde’s time. Ac 
being achieved was ji 
If it is so remote 
about it—devote you 
ing to change it or g 
can now? 

Bonnie and Clyde 
much as possible o 
sidered did not di 
(mainly banks) an< 
worked for it, such 2 
alone. They had a s 
spewing out their coi 
rather than being c< 
of drudgery and pov< 
This probably did 
very much. But the 
ing yourself in ort 
has not been all th 
Just look at some of 
disillusioned old mer 
Communist Party or 
They have thrown se 
away in vain. 

I’m not saying wh 
wrong—just apprecia 
view. Change or con 
Lastly, John Roe 
of sex is sentimental, 
it was emotional a 
tastefully done. 

Yoi 


SCHOOL & LIBERTY 


TTNDER the heading ‘Fidel and the 
School’, the magazine 11 Comune 
Liberto (August 1967) publishes the 
following: 

Fidel Castro, in the interview he gave 
last January to the American magazine 
Playboy , amongst other revolutionary 
statements, spoke of the problem of the 
school. 

To the interviewer’s question ‘How do 
you explain the fact that a young person 
cannot enter the University of Cuba if 
he is not a revolutionary?’ Castro re- 
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WILSON IN LAMBETH 


O N THE FREEZING cold night of 
Friday, February 23, over 200 
people, CND-ers, Anarchists, YCL-ers, 
members of IS, even some Young Tories, 
gathered outside Lambeth Town Hall to 
give Harold Wilson the kind of recep¬ 
tion he deserves. Also present were 3 
divisions of police, several Black Marias, 
vans bearing the words ‘Special Patrol’, 
the inevitable green buses, a lorry (full 
of police) and several mounties. On the 
day of the demo., the local ‘South Lon- 
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Decentralism and the Greek Revolu¬ 
tion, Mildred Loomis. Thoughts of a 
two-legged Animal — by a Vietnamese 
Professor. Adrian Mitchell’s new book 
of poems reviewed by Roger Bernerd. 
Editorials on Vietnam Solidarity, Em¬ 
bassy bombing, Students and Immigra¬ 
tion. 

Price 1/- from 

Housman’s, 5 Caledonian Road, N.l. 
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don Press’ had said 20 extra police would 
be on duty outside the Town Hall. 
Somewhat of an under-estimation. 

Before the demo., members of Lam¬ 
beth CND had been visited by detectives 
(probably SB men) who demanded 
several copies of leaflets they were pro¬ 
ducing and warned them any law-break¬ 
ing would be jumped on. This has been 
described by the NCCL as a classic 
example of police intimidation. During 
the demo, a comrade from Merton who 
made a 2-fingered gesture at a well- 
dressed ‘lady’ who looked out of the 
Town Hall window, perhaps to see how 
the lower orders live, was told by a high- 
ranking officer that were he to repeat 
the gesture he would have his face 
smashed in. Aren’t our policemen 
wonderful? 

The former Chairman of Norwood 
LPYS declined to attend the function, 
saying he was fed up with broken 
promises. Aren’t we all? Outside the 
Town Hall, demonstrators filled the cold 
evening air with chants of ‘hands off 
Vietnam’, ‘Wilson out’, ‘wage freeze out’, 
‘rent rises out’, ‘Socialist revolution in’. 
Wilson was smuggled in the back way to 
be greeted by a group of LPYS members 
who told him they supported the Viet- 
cong. 

As it grew colder, several drifted pub- 
wards, a few staying to chat to the 
police, one of whom thought workers 
were cowards and would run at the 
sound of gunfire. Perhaps one day he 
will be proved wrong. 

Meanwhile, thousands of workers are 
leaving the Labour Party, Trade Union¬ 
ists are refusing to pay the political levy. 
Wilson, Brown and the rest of the 
Labour faking shower are booed every¬ 
where they go. Demonstrations are be¬ 
coming more demonstrative. Who knows 
what will happen next? 

Terry Liddle. 


POLICE RAIDS 
AND INDIGNATION 

The following letter was sent to the 
‘Guardian’ and ‘The Times’ by a reader. 
—Eds. 

Dear Sir, 

It is good to see that, after much 
harassment of lesser mortals, the sum¬ 
mary police raid on the home of Lady 
Diana Cooper has roused indignation in 
both Houses of Parliament. The chance 
now arises to test whether it is principles, 
or certain features of the particular case, 
which are at issue; for only this morning 
another raid took place with just as 
little excuse. 

With a warrant to search for ‘explosive 
substances’, police entered the offices of 
Freedom Press, SW6—publishers of the 
weekly Freedom and the monthly 
Anarchy. Knowing the Freedom Press, 
it is not surprising that the police found 
nothing. Nor was any evidence produced 
in justification, so the same principles 
are at stake as in the case of Lady Diana 
Cooper—with the additional danger of 
political action by the police. 

John R. A. Birtwhistle. 


stances is ramer liKe reprimanding a Dim 
for charging a matador after being 
taunted and incited beyond endurance. 

It could also be argued that the police¬ 
men on the street were not the real force 
behind the unjust State which imposed 
itself upon them at that time—and kill¬ 
ing them made little difference. This is 
true, but rather like the frustrated 
anarchists who assassinated leaders, 
when a hatred builds up inside you to 
an unbearable degree any action is pre¬ 
ferable to none, even if it has little 
effect. And in a situation like this, 
policemen and leaders represent the 
State and are the most obvious and 
accessible targets. 

Secondly, John Roe asks what the film 
has got to do with anarchism. An article 
in the last issue of Freedom on Anarcho- 
Communism starts ‘the goal of Anarch¬ 
ism is the freedom of the individual to 
develop his faculties in a harmonious 
society’. 
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SCHOOL & LIBERTY 


T TNDER the heading ‘Fidel and the 
^ School’, the magazine II Comune 
Liberto (August 1967) publishes the 
following: 

Fidel Castro, in the interview he gave 
last January to the American magazine 
Playboy , amongst other revolutionary 
statements, spoke of the problem of the 
school. 

To the interviewer’s question ‘How do 
you explain the fact that a young person 
cannot enter the University of Cuba if 
he is not a revolutionary?’ Castro re¬ 
plied: ‘There’s no law about this, but 
there is a policy, applied through stu¬ 
dents’ organizations, which requires that 
at least, he is not a counter-revolu¬ 
tionary. Training technologists costs 
thousands of pesos. Who pays? . . . the 
people. The future intellectuals of the 
country will have a University educa¬ 
tion, and without any hesitation we must 
ensure that these technologists will be 
revolutionaries.’ 

This statement, handed out as revo¬ 
lutionary, appears to we home-grown 
revolutionaries as pure fascism. 

Trying to admit to higher educational 
institutions only a carefully selected part 
of youth means discrimination and class- 
education. 

‘In Italy we have to create a fascist 
ruling class, and hence we can only 
accept fascists,’ said Mussolini. 

‘In Cuba we must create a revolu¬ 
tionary ruling class, and hence we can 
only accept revolutionary youth,’ says 
Castro. 

And who are the revolutionary young? 

They are children and relatives of the 
members of the administration, and of 
the Communist Party, and they hold 
such positions only because they were 
able to study under Batista, that is to 
say because they belong exclusively to 
the local petit bourgeois. 

And who decides the revolutionary 
qualities of a young person? 

The administrators, the party officials, 
or their parents and relatives, who train 
their successors and maintain the spirit 
of the ruling caste. Which reminds one 
of the Middle Ages. At that time barons 
and lords could send their progeny to 
schools run entirely by religious orders 
who created and selected a ruling class 
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munism. However it was much more 
radical in its proposals, and the vitality 
of Winstanely’s ideas has been sufficient 
to influence other men in other parts of 
the world, in other centuries, and in 
surroundings which would seem to Win- 
stanely like science-fiction does to us. 
There is a Digger movement in the 
United States today. 

John Duke provides a historical set¬ 
ting for the AGREEMENT and the 
DECLARATION. It is saddening to 
read that though there were large num¬ 
bers of Levellers in the Cromwellian 
armies, he even mentions ‘Leveller regi¬ 
ments’, this did not prevent them form¬ 
ing a united front with their fellow 
Parliamentarians to knock hell out of 


the Irish. To the Englishmen of the 
seventeenth century the Irish were what 
coloured people are to the English of 
the twentieth, i.e., subhuman. Parlia¬ 
mentary democracy was not to be ex¬ 
tended to them. 

The Diggers on the other hand were 
non-violent. The state did not bother 
to put them down. The local gentry 
and tradesmen did this quite adequately 
by invading their settlements and break¬ 
ing up their tools. The authorities 
merely looked on and took no action. 

From James Duke’s historical survey 
it does not look as if there was any 
serious chance of a social revolution in 
England in 1649. The majority of the 
people were interested in religious, not 
social questions, at least those who were 
interested in politics at all, and not 
merely trying to keep out of the way of 
the armies of King and Parliament alike. 

Arthur W. Uloth. 

... LETTER 


BONNIE & CLYDE 


Dear Sirs, 

I would like briefly to answer some 
of John Roe’s recent criticisms of my 
Bonnie and Clyde review. Firstly my 
lynch-a-policeman attitude. 

It is obviously not very constructive 
to go around killing policemen any more 
than anyone else—but when you have 
been hounded and shot at by them it can 
sometimes be understood. 

Condemning it under these circum¬ 
stances is rather like reprimanding a bull 
for charging a matador after being 
taunted and incited beyond endurance. 

It could also be argued that the police¬ 
men on the street were not the real force 
behind the unjust State which imposed 
itself upon them at that time—and kill¬ 
ing them made little difference. This is 
true, but rather like the frustrated 
anarchists who assassinated leaders, 
when a hatred builds up inside you to 
an unbearable degree any action is pre¬ 
ferable to none, even if it has little 
effect. And in a situation like this, 
policemen and leaders represent the 
State and are the most obvious and 
accessible targets. 

Secondly, John Roe asks what the film 
has got to do with anarchism. An article 
in the last issue of Freedom on Anarcho- 
Communism starts ‘the goal of Anarch¬ 
ism is the freedom of the individual to 
develop his faculties in a harmonious 
society’. 


This is obviously not the situation 
now and was even less so in Bonnie 
and Clyde’s time. And the prospect of it 
being achieved was just as remote. 

If it is so remote what do you do 
about it—devote your whole life to try¬ 
ing to change it or grab as much as you 
can now? 

Bonnie and Clyde tried to grab as 
much as possible off those they con¬ 
sidered did not deserve to have it 
(mainly banks) and left those who 
worked for it, such as the poor farmers, 
alone. They had a short exciting life of 
spewing out their contempt for the State 
rather than being condemned to a life 
of drudgery and poverty. 

This probably did not harm the State 
very much. But the alternative—crucify¬ 
ing yourself in orthodox opposition— 
has not been all that successful either. 
Just look at some of the tired, bitter and 
disillusioned old men and women in the 
Communist Party or on Trades Councils. 
They have thrown so much of their life 
away in vain. 

I’m not saying which view is right or 
wrong—just appreciating both points of 
view. Change or contract out of society? 

Lastly, John Roe says the treatment 
of sex is sentimental. I would rather say 
it was emotional and thought it was 
tastefully done. 

Yours, 

Mike Pentelow. 


SCHOOL & LIBERTY 


T TNDER the heading ‘Fidel and the 
^ School’, the magazine 11 Comune 
Liberto (August 1967) publishes the 
following: 

Fidel Castro, in the interview he gave 
last January to the American magazine 
Playboy , amongst other revolutionary 
statements, spoke of the problem of the 
school. 

To the interviewer’s question ‘How do 
you explain the fact that a young person 
cannot enter the University of Cuba if 
he is not a revolutionary?’ Castro re¬ 
plied: ‘There’s no law about this, but 
there is a policv, applied through stu- 


capable of continuing the functioning of 
the fief and its dominion over the masses. 

In Cuba they are a long way from 
having revolutionized the educational 
system and guaranteed free access of the 
lower classes to higher studies, but never¬ 
theless, they keep on turning out absurd 
ideological justifications for the old 
methods used by aristocratic-monarchic- 
fascist societies, to the exclusion of the 
people. At any rate, that is how it seems 
to us. 

tr.: j.w.s. 

From UAdunata Dei Refrattari 
(New York. Sept. 16, 1967) 


FIFTH COLUMN 

To Win The 
Next Election ? 

T TISTORIANS GIVE various reasons 
for Britain’s seizure of East Africa 
at the end of the 19th century. It is 
said that Britain wanted to protect her 
Indian Empire and the various routes to 
India from other European powers, and, 
as part of her imperial mission, to pro¬ 
tect the Indian traders who were already 
established on the East African coast. 

When the British decided to build the 
Uganda Railway they imported thou¬ 
sands of Indians to do the work. Most 
of these men returned home but they 
were replaced by others who became 
the traders, skilled workers and business¬ 
men of East Africa. The Asians fitted in 
neatly between the white landowners and 
the administrators and the African 
masses. Despised and pushed around by 
the whites the Asians were able to 
exploit and bully the Africans. 

It was obvious that independent 
African governments could not be 
guaranteed to treat the Asians with 
friendly paternalism—particularly those 
Asians who refused to become citizens of 
the East African states. 

When the East African countries be¬ 
came independent the legal status of 
Asians was clear: if they became citizens 
of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika or Zan¬ 
zibar they would lose their British 
citizenship. If not they could keep it 
and be free to enter Britain. If this had 
not been the legal position the Asian 
community would not have accepted the 
terms of independence. 

Since independence mutual suspicion 
and hostility has increased between 
Asians and Africans all over East Africa. 

In Mombasa a year ago I met a 
friendly Asian gold smuggler from the 
Congo. In the sleazy hotel room I shared 
with him and four other people we com¬ 
pared restaurant prices. His always 
seemed lower than mine. Later he took 
me to an Indian restaurant where I had 
been asked 4/- for a meal. While I 
waited outside he tried to persuade the 
proprietor to let me pay the Asian price 
which was 3/-. He was unsuccessful. 
The proprietor stuck to his rule: 4/- for 
Africans and whites; 3/- for Asians. 

The Asian discount does not generally 
annoy the whites of East Africa. Their 
standard of living is far higher than the 
average in Britain. But Asian mutual aid 
which excludes Africans naturally annoys 
Africans. 

The charge most frequently levelled at 
the Asians is that they are not loyal to 
the country in which they live and work: 
having made their money they endeavour 
to avoid exchange control regulations 
and smuggle it out. The Asians who 
smuggle money out of East Africa say 
that they need to do this to protect 
themselves; that the African governments 
and people are jealous of their commer¬ 
cial success; that Asian property is liable 
to be confiscated. The Asians can now 
argue justifiably that the position of 
those who are not citizens is, at best, 
insecure. 

It is true, of course, that a number of 
Asians—and some whites—have become 
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for charging a matador after being 
taunted and incited beyond endurance. 

It could also be argued that the police¬ 
men on the street were not the real force 
behind the unjust State which imposed 
itself upon them at that time—and kill¬ 
ing them made little difference. This is 
true, but rather like the frustrated 
anarchists who assassinated leaders, 
when a hatred builds up inside you to 
an unbearable degree any action is pre¬ 
ferable to none, even if it has little 
effect. And in a situation like this, 
policemen and leaders represent the 
State and are the most obvious and 
accessible targets. 

Secondly, John Roe asks what the film 
has got to do with anarchism. An article 
in the last issue of Freedom on Anarcho- 
Communism starts ‘the goal of Anarch¬ 
ism is the freedom of the individual to 
develop his faculties in a harmonious 
society’. 


worked for it, such as the poor farmers, 
alone. They had a short exciting life of 
spewing out their contempt for the State 
rather than being condemned to a life 
of drudgery and poverty. 

This probably did not harm the State 
very much. But the alternative—crucify¬ 
ing yourself in orthodox opposition— 
has not been all that successful either. 
Just look at some of the tired, bitter and 
disillusioned old men and women in the 
Communist Party or on Trades Councils. 
They have thrown so much of their life 
away in vain. 

I’m not saying which view is right or 
wrong—just appreciating both points of 
view. Change or contract out of society? 

Lastly, John Roe says the treatment 
of sex is sentimental. I would rather say 
it was emotional and thought it was 
tastefully done. 

Yours, 

Mike Pentelow. 


SCHOOL & LIBERTY 


U NDER the heading ‘Fidel and the 
School’, the magazine 11 Comune 
Liberto (August 1967) publishes the 
following: 

Fidel Castro, in the interview he gave 
last January to the American magazine 
Playboy , amongst other revolutionary 
statements, spoke of the problem of the 
school. 

To the interviewer’s question ‘How do 
you explain the fact that a young person 
cannot enter the University of Cuba if 
he is not a revolutionary?’ Castro re¬ 
plied: ‘There’s no law about this, but 
there is a policy, applied through stu¬ 
dents’ organizations, which requires that 
at least, he is not a counter-revolu¬ 
tionary. Training technologists costs 
thousands of pesos. Who pays? . . . the 
people. The future intellectuals of the 
country will have a University educa¬ 
tion, and without any hesitation we must 
ensure that these technologists will be 
revolutionaries.’ 

This statement, handed out as revo¬ 
lutionary, appears to we home-grown 
revolutionaries as pure fascism. 

Trying to admit to higher educational 
institutions only a carefully selected part 
of youth means discrimination and class- 
education. 

‘In Italy we have to create a fascist 
ruling class, and hence we can only 
accept fascists,’ said Mussolini. 

‘In Cuba we must create a revolu¬ 
tionary ruling class, and hence we can 
only accept revolutionary youth,’ says 
Castro. 

And who are the revolutionary young? 
They are children and relatives of the 
members of the administration, and of 
the Communist Party, and they hold 
such positions only because they were 
able to study under Batista, that is to 
say because they belong exclusively to 
the local petit bourgeois. 

And who decides the revolutionary 
qualities of a young person? 

The administrators, the party officials, 
or their parents and relatives, who train 
their successors and maintain the spirit 
of the ruling caste. Which reminds one 
of the Middle Ages. At that time barons 
and lords could send their progeny to 
schools run entirely by religious orders 
who created and selected a ruling class 


capable of continuing the functioning of 
the fief and its dominion over the masses. 

In Cuba they are a long way from 
having revolutionized the educational 
system and guaranteed free access of the 
lower classes to higher studies, but never¬ 
theless, they keep on turning out absurd 
ideological justifications for the old 
methods used by aristocratic-monarchic- 
fascist societies, to the exclusion of the 
people. At any rate, that is how it seems 
to us. 

tr.: j.w.s. 

From L’Adunata Dei Refrattari 
(New York, Sept. 16, 1967) 

Distress 

Appeal 

S OME comrades have asked for details 
of our action to help the victims of 
the earthquake in Sicily. Obviously, the 
sudden cataclysm found us unprepared 
for immediate intervention. Our first 
care was to obtain information about 
our comrades living in the earthquake 
zone, but unfortunately, to date, we have 
had no news at all. As soon as it was 
possible, Comrades Cardella and Riggio 
went by car to the scene of the disaster 
and first of all tried to find the homes 
of comrades they knew, but partly owing 
to evacuation of the villages, and partly 
owing to incomplete records in the tent- 
cities, it has not been possible to obtain 
any information. We shall certainly, of 
course, make further inquiries. Mean¬ 
while, when we went to the disaster area, 
we took with us good supplies of cloth¬ 
ing, milk and medicines, to be distributed 
directly, not through intermediaries. 
Nevertheless, we do not wish to limit 
our action to this. We invite comrades, 
as we have been asked to do, to use our 
postal address to send contributions to 
funds for victims of the earthquake. We 
will take steps to ensure that our aid 
reaches the most needy families. 
(Address: L’Agitazione del Sud, Casella 
Postale 116. Palermo, Ttaly.) 
From L’Agitazione del Sud, Jan. 1968. 

Palermo tr: j.w.s. 


of Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika or Zan¬ 
zibar they would lose their British 
citizenship. If not they could keep it 
and be free to enter Britain. If this had 
not been the legal position the Asian 
community would not have accepted the 
terms of independence. 

Since independence mutual suspicion 
and hostility has increased between 
Asians and Africans all over East Africa. 

In Mombasa a year ago I met a 
friendly Asian gold smuggler from the 
Congo. In the sleazy hotel room I shared 
with him and four other people we com¬ 
pared restaurant prices. His always 
seemed lower than mine. Later he took 
me to an Indian restaurant where I had 
been asked 4/- for a meal. While I 
waited outside he tried to persuade the 
proprietor to let me pay the Asian price 
which was 3/-. He was unsuccessful 
The proprietor stuck to his rule: 4/- for 
Africans and whites; 3/- for Asians. 

The Asian discount does not generally 
annoy the whites of East Africa. Their 
standard of living is far higher than the 
average in Britain. But Asian mutual aid 
which excludes Africans naturally annoys 
Africans. 

The charge most frequently levelled at 
the Asians is that they are not loyal to 
the country in which they live and work: 
having made their money they endeavour 
to avoid exchange control regulations 
and smuggle it out. The Asians who 
smuggle money out of East Africa say 
that they need to do this to protect 
themselves; that the African governments 
and people are jealous of their commer¬ 
cial success; that Asian property is liable 
to be confiscated. The Asians can now* 
argue justifiably that the position of 
those who are not citizens is, at best, 
insecure. 

It is true, of course, that a number of 
Asians—and some whites—have become 
citizens of the East African countries. It 
is suggested that thousands of applicar- 
tions for citizenship have been delayed 
deliberately to prevent Asians from ac¬ 
quiring the right to stay in East Africa. 
Certainly ‘African socialism’ to the men 
in power in Kenya means replacing the 
brown bourgeoisie by a black bour¬ 
geoisie. 

However we regard the Asians in 
Kenya—as ruthless exploiters of the 
Africans or as helpless victims of 
African governments—the heavy hand 
of Callaghan strikes them. 

It strikes them not because they are 
poor: a few are rich, most have saved 
something. Not because they are un¬ 
skilled or incapable of work: they are 
hardworking and successful in East 
Africa. The heavy hand thrusts itself 
in their faces because these faces are 
brown—and because the leaders of the 
Labour Party are confident that racisms 
will win them the next general election. 

In his book. The Fascists in Britain , 
Colin Cross pointed out that Mosley was 
not personally a racist: he used the fear 
and hatred of his followers for what he 
thought was his political advantage. 
There is no reason to suppose that 
Wilson, Callaghan and the rest are 
themselves racists. It does not matter 
very much. 

Poor old Mosley. It has often been 
said that his ideas on economic planning 
were ahead of his time. By his willing¬ 
ness to exploit race hatred he was once 
again anticipating the modern Labour 
Party. 

Wynford Hicks. 





New Wage 
Laws Ahead 


qPHE SLENDER MAJORITY vote 
for the TUC General Council 
means that any further voluntary 
wage restraint is now over. The vote 
reflects the shift that has taken place 
since the Government first embarked 
on its incomes policies. However, 
this is still only a vote and what is 
more important is action. 

With the two largest unions, the 
Transport and General Workers’ 
Union and the Amalgamated En¬ 
gineering Union, voting against 
voluntary restraint, the Govern¬ 
ment’s incomes policy, in theory, 
should be in for a hammering. 
However, from the way Mr. Cousins, 

. of the T&GWU, has pursued wages, 
the Government, if firm, has nothing 
to fear. As for the AEU, we shall 
soon see if the militant speech made 
by their newly elected President, 
Mr. Scanlon, at the executive con¬ 
ference, is mirrored in the way he 
handles his union’s approaching 
wage negotiations. 



Contact Column 


This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
vill be welcome. 



Sweden’s one and only libertarian library 

is grateful to receive both gifts and 
offers. Wants all books, pamphlets 
and other publications of interest 
for libertarian socialists. Contact: 
Boksamlingen, Frihetliga Arbets- 
gruppen, Nordenskjoldsg. 23, Gothen¬ 
burg SV, Sweden. 

Discussion: ‘State Schools—Free Schools 
—Non-schools’. Libertarian Teachers’ 
Association. 7.30 p.m. Sunday, March 
10, at Ann Mythen’s, 65 Cecile Park, 
Hornsey, N.8. 

Polaris Demonstration. Assemble 1.30 
p.m. Islington Square, Liverpool. 

Research Assistant wanted (f), full or 
part time. Some travel involved. 
Write for further details to Box 3. 

R. A. Bird of Bath. Please contact Roy 
Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath. 

Accommodation wanted. Couple despe¬ 
rately want 2 rooms fur./unfur. Rent 
£4-£6. Pref. North London. Contact 
Ann Kavanagh, 82 Cromwell Avenue, 
N.6. 

Anyone here? Anarchists should contact 
Geoffrey Smith, 33 Alfred Street 


SEEK MAXIMUM 
INCREASES 

The result of the voting also repre¬ 
sents the start of a move away from 
the centralisation of wage bargain¬ 
ing that has been the situation 
recently. It is a withdrawal of power 
from the TUC and as such gives the 
unions autonomy. Mr. Scanlon is 
quite right when he says that: ‘All 
directors seek maximum profits. All 
wholesalers and retailers seek maxi¬ 
mum prices. So long as this remains 
true, all trade unionists must con¬ 
tinue to seek maximum wage in¬ 
creases.’ He also said that his union 
did not believe that any form of 
incomes policy could work in a 
capitalist economy. He did not ven¬ 
ture to disclose what sort of 
economy would be favourable for 
the working of such a policy. How¬ 
ever, his remarks did illustrate how 
far the union had moved towards 
centralised wage bargaining. This 
has led to many policy decisions 
made at union conferences being 
shelved. 

Mr. Greene of the National 
Union of Railwaymen supported 
the TUC and said if they do not 
mention a figure for wage increases 
(say 5%) then ‘we shall be back to 
where we were two years ago—a 
free-for-all in which those with eco¬ 
nomic strength got increases and 
those without it go without’. He 
was, no doubt, thinking of the posi- 

To All 
Opponents 
of Gen. Franco 

L AST WEEK FOUR anarchists were 
arrested in Seville accused of illegal 
propaganda and viciously sentenced by 
the Public Order court in Madrid to:— 
4 years in the ease of Jose Ortega 
Zambran, 

Francisco Castro Mejillas 2 years, 
Francisco Pozo Sauza 3 years, 
Antonio Porte Rodrigeuz 1 year. 

In the prison of Carabanchel David, 
Urbano Bermudez is awaiting trial for 
the mere fact of having written for the 
libertarian journal Presencia while in 
France. He was arrested in Madrid 
whilst visiting his family having made 


tion of his union in a shrinking 
industry. This has been the fault of 
the union because it has always 
been willing to acquiesce rather than 
fight. Under centralised bargaining, 
Mr. Greene does not even have to 
go through with his eleventh hour 
climb-downs. His life becomes even 
more easy. Take on the Railways 
Board and the Government? Not 
Mr. Greene! 

Proof of the intentions of the 
union leaders will be disclosed when 
the time comes to take action. As 
Anarchists, we expect little difference 
between those of Mr. Greene and 
Mr. Scanlon, except that a lot of 
the latter’s members can force wages 
up at factory level, whereas most of 
Mr. Greene’s cannot. 

Some trade unionists have said 
that it would be better to vote for 
TUC voluntary restraint rather than 
to invite further intervention on the 
part of the Government. Well, the 
die is now cast and Government 
legislation is inevitable. Basic ques¬ 
tions on wages should not be decided 
by what is expedient, but on prin¬ 
ciple. Let this Government of the 
working class bring in further anti¬ 
working class measures, because 
under the present situation, it has to. 
The Tories managed to put it off, 
but the Labour Government cannot 
dodge it. 

TUC’S ALTERNATIVE 

I think that no matter what the 
result of the vote was, the Govern¬ 
ment is bound to bring in further 
legislation. The TUC’s Economic 
Review, including voluntary re¬ 
straint, was an alternative pro¬ 
gramme for running a capitalist 
economy, on expansionist lines, but 
this would create too much of a 
boom. Increases in wages would cut 
the profits gained from devaluation. 
This is why the Government will 
freeze wages. Increases will only be 
allowed if corresponding economies, 
such as cutting manpower (sackings) 
or using existing labour more effi¬ 
ciently (working harder), are en¬ 
forced. It is possible that the back¬ 
dating of increases will not be 
tolerated, so trade union leaders will 
no longer be able to sit back and 
wait as they do now. The alternatives 
are either fighting for the claim and 
facing legal sanctions, or giving in 
to the Government. The rank and 
file will soon see where their leader¬ 
ship stands. 

Let’s face it, the British economy 
needs a wage freeze so that in¬ 
creased profits can be made from 
higher prices, the competitive advan¬ 
tage of devaluation and reduced con¬ 
sumption at home. There is a need 
for the increased investment that will 
be attracted by higher profits. 
TOTALITARIAN MEANS 

Economic circumstances are lead¬ 
ing to the solutions of a corporate 
state, but although one cannot say 
that the Wilson Government is 
fascist, it nevertheless uses totali¬ 
tarian means. Under these condi¬ 
tions anv resistanrp is a nolitiral art 
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by their newly elected President, 
Mr. Scanlon, at the executive con¬ 
ference, is mirrored in the way he 
handles his union’s approaching 
wage negotiations. 



Contact Column 


This column exists for mutual aid. 
Donations towards cost of typesetting 
will be welcome. 


Sweden’s one and only libertarian library 

is grateful to receive both gifts and 
offers. Wants all books, pamphlets 
and other publications of interest 
for libertarian socialists. Contact: 
Boksamlingen, Frihetliga Arbets- 
gruppen, Nordenskjoldsg. 23, Gothen¬ 
burg SV, Sweden. 

Discussion: ‘State Schools-^Free Schools 
— Non-schools’. Libertarian Teachers’ 
Association. 7.30 p.m. Sunday, March 
10, at Ann Mythen’s, 65 Cecile Park, 
Hornsey, N.8. 

Polaris Demonstration. Assemble 1.30 
p.m. Islington Square, Liverpool. 

Research Assistant wanted (f), full or 
part time. Some travel involved. 
Write for further details to Box 3. 

R. A. Bird of Bath. Please contact Roy 
Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath. 

Accommodation wanted. Couple despe¬ 
rately want 2 rooms fur./unfur. Rent 
£4-£6. Pref. North London. Contact 
Ann Kavanagh, 82 Cromwell Avenue, 
N.6. 

Anyone here? Anarchists should contact 
Geoffrey Smith, 33 Alfred Street 
South, Nottingham. 

Stickers. ‘Danger: Dictatorship. Stay 
away from Greece in 1968!’ Avail¬ 
able from Diana Rowley, 13 Vincent 
Square, S.W.l, at 1/- for a sheet of 
20 . 

Greece must be free! Rally—Trafalgar 
Square, April 21, 2.30 p.m. Speakers 
include Melina Mercouri. 

Accommodation Wanted. Anarchist seeks 
accommodation in Cornwall or Pem¬ 
brokeshire. Can pay rent. Box No. 2. 

Social. Saturday evening, March 16 
(Eve of Vietnam Demo). ‘Roebuck’, 
Tottenham Court Road. For Anar¬ 
chist Black Cross. Folk singers, 
etc., welcome. 4/6d. 

US Draft Dodgers and Deserters. Sanc¬ 
tuary in remote parts of Scotland. 
Contact Aberdeen SWF, c/o Iain 
Macdonald, 15 Cotton Street, Aber¬ 
deen. Call in person—do not write. 

Room available for short or long lets. 
Use of kitchen and bathroom. Family 
house. Contact P. Ford, FIN. 6954. 

Badges. ‘I'm Backing Freedom’, ‘Freedom 
Needs a Home’, ‘Anarchy is on the 
Move’. 1/- each. Proceeds donated 
to P & M Fund by Harlow Anar¬ 
chists. 

Love and War Poems by Kenneth 

Patchen. Now available from Free¬ 
dom Bookshop (2/6 or 1 dollar). 

East Anglia. If you’re near Ipswich, call 
on us. We stock all Freedom Press 
publications, and have Freedom and 
and Anarchy regularly. Orwell Books, 
44 Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 

w**h to make contact let us know. 


the working of such a policy. How¬ 
ever, his remarks did illustrate how 
far the union had moved towards 
centralised wage bargaining. This 
has led to many policy decisions 
made at union conferences being 
shelved. 

Mr. Greene of the National 
Union of Railwaymen supported 
the TUC and said if they do not 
mention a figure for wage increases 
(say 5%) then ‘we shall be back to 
where we were two years ago—a 
free-for-all in which those with eco¬ 
nomic strength got increases and 
those without it go without’. He 
was, no doubt, thinking of the posi- 

To All 
Opponents 
of Gen.Franco 

T AST WEEK FOUR anarchists were 
^ arrested in Seville accused of illegal 
propaganda and viciously sentenced by 
the Public Order court in Madrid to:— 
4 years in the case of Jose Ortega 
Zambran, 

Francisco Castro Mejillas 2 years, 
Francisco Pozo Sauza 3 years, 
Antonio Porte Rodrigeuz 1 year. 

In the prison of Carabanchel David, 
Urbano Bermudez is awaiting trial for 
the mere fact of having written for the 
libertarian journal Presencia while in 
France. He was arrested in Madrid 
whilst visiting his family having made 
no contact with other libertarians nor in 
possession of what the agents of the 
Franquist State could call ‘illegal propa¬ 
ganda’—for writing an article in France 
he now faces a six year sentence and a 
large fine. 

We protest most strongly against these 
sentences as also we protest against the 
inhuman sentence imposed on Miguel 
Garcia Garcia who, blind and suffering 
from severe heart attacks, has been im¬ 
prisoned in Soria and Burgos for more 
than 18 years. 

Anarchist Black Cross & FIJL. 
March, 1968 


i iiunK mat no mailer wnai tne 
result of the vote was, the Govern¬ 
ment is bound to bring in further 
legislation. The TUC’s Economic 
Review, including voluntary re¬ 
straint, was an alternative pro¬ 
gramme for running a capitalist 
economy, on expansionist lines, but 
this would create too much of a 
boom. Increases in wages would cut 
the profits gained from devaluation. 
This is why the Government will 
freeze wages. Increases will only be 
allowed if corresponding economies, 
such as cutting manpower (sackings) 
or using existing labour more effi¬ 
ciently (working harder), are en¬ 
forced. It is possible that the back¬ 
dating of increases will not be 
tolerated, so trade union leaders will 
no longer be able to sit back and 
wait as they do now. The alternatives 
are either fighting for the claim and 
facing legal sanctions, or giving in 
to the Government. The rank and 
file will soon see where their leader¬ 
ship stands. 

Let’s face it, the British economy 
needs a wage freeze so that in¬ 
creased profits can be made from 
higher prices, the competitive advan¬ 
tage of devaluation and reduced con¬ 
sumption at home. There is a need 
for the increased investment that will 
be attracted by higher profits. 
TOTALITARIAN MEANS 

Economic circumstances are lead¬ 
ing to the solutions of a corporate 
state, but although one cannot say 
that the Wilson Government is 
fascist, it nevertheless uses totali¬ 
tarian means. Under these condi¬ 
tions, any resistance is a political act 
against the State. The trade unions 
are too wedded to the system, to 
which they owe their existence, to 
fight this sort of battle. Any real 
resistance will have to come from 
the rank and file. More than ever it 
is necessary for trade unionists to 
understand the role played by their 
leadership and that only by their 
own efforts will they be able to hold 
their own against, let alone defeat, 
the wage freeze legislation. 

P.T. 


Government Revealed 


TI/UAT SORT OF Government is it 
that: 

(a) distorts the natural meaning of the 
word ‘citizenship’ by refusing entry to its 
own citizens solely on grounds of their 
colour? 

(b) while claiming to be the upholder 
and champion of law and order, cyni¬ 
cally twists its own laws and legal con¬ 
cepts to suit its own convenience? 

(c) cannot find the time or the money 
to set up legal machinery to prevent 
abuses of its new law but is never short 
of time or money when it is a question 
of pushing through and implementing 
repressive legislation? 

(d) in a desperate attempt to bolster up 
its fast-vanishing popular support, 
panders to the hysteria of the gutter 


press, the opposition and reaction in 
general in order to gain a few sad 
laurels? 

(e) bleats about ‘over-population’ when 
it lets in unchecked thousands of (white) 
Irish who have never been (unless they’re 
over 50) British citizens, and does abso¬ 
lutely nothing to spread information 
about birth control but passes the buck 
to the local authorities who in turn do 
nothing? 

(f) and does all this to ‘prevent racial 
discord’—which it only succeeds in in¬ 
flaming? 

Such a Government is a racist and 
dictatorial government. It is also a 
Labour (sic) Government and the sooner 
it is flushed down the lavatory the better. 

R.J. 
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Engineering’s 
Feeble Giants 


tion of his union in a shrinking 
industry. This has been the fault of 
the union because it has always 
been willing to acquiesce rather than 
fight. Under centralised bargaining, 
Mr. Greene does not even have to 
go through with his eleventh hour 
climb-downs. His life becomes even 
more easy. Take on the Railways 
Board and the Government? Not 
Mr. Greene! 

Proof of the intentions of the 
union leaders will be disclosed when 
the time comes to take action. As 
Anarchists, we expect little difference 
between those of Mr. Greene and 
Mr. Scanlon, except that a lot of 
the latter’s members can force wages 
up at factory level, whereas most of 
Mr. Greene’s cannot. 

Some trade unionists have said 
that it would be better to vote for 
TUC voluntary restraint rather than 
to invite further intervention on the 
part of the Government. Well, the 
die is now cast and Government 
legislation is inevitable. Basic ques¬ 
tions on wages should not be decided 
by what is expedient, but on prin¬ 
ciple. Let this Government of the 
working class bring in further anti¬ 
working class measures, because 
under the present situation, it has to. 
The Tories managed to put it off, 
but the Labour Government cannot 
dodge it. 

TUC’S ALTERNATIVE 

I think that no matter what the 
result of the vote was, the Govern¬ 
ment is bound to bring in further 
legislation. The TUC’s Economic 
Review, including voluntary re¬ 
straint, was an alternative pro¬ 
gramme for running a capitalist 
economy, on expansionist lines, but 
this would create too much of a 
boom. Increases in wages would cut 
the profits gained from devaluation. 
This is why the Government will 
freeze wages. Increases will only be 
allowed if corresponding economies, 
such as cutting manpower (sackings) 
or using existing labour more effi¬ 
ciently (working harder), are en¬ 
forced. It is possible that the back¬ 
dating of increases will not be 
tolerated, so trade union leaders will 
no longer be able to sit back and 
wait as they do now. The alternatives 
are either fighting for the claim and 
facing legal sanctions, or giving in 
to the Government. The rank and 
file will soon see where their leader¬ 
ship stands. 

Let’s face it, the British economy 
needs a wage freeze so that in¬ 
creased profits can be made from 
higher prices, the competitive advan¬ 
tage of devaluation and reduced con¬ 
sumption at home. There is a need 
for the increased investment that will 
be attracted by higher profits. 
TOTALITARIAN MEANS 

Economic circumstances are lead¬ 
ing to the solutions of a corporate 
state, but although one cannot say 
that the Wilson Government is 
fascist, it nevertheless uses totali¬ 
tarian means. Under these condi¬ 
tions. any resistance is a political act 


‘Many of your members are getting 
three times as much as you have 
negotiated for themMr. George 
Woodcock told unions at the TUC 
Congress in 1965. 

ET’S FACE IT, the unions are piss 
poor when it comes to getting us 
more money, if only because most 
bosses, including the notorious Pomer- 
anz, pay over the union rate. Most of 
us do better out of local factory floor 
agreements than we ever get out of 
national negotiations. 

So that when the Government, alias 
Prices and Incomes Board, sticks its 
oar into stop a wage claim going 
through, we don’t expect the unions to 
resist. And usually they don’t dis¬ 
appoint us. 

To go by the size of ’em, the engineer¬ 
ing unions should be able to murder any 
government. Bear in mind, there’s 31- 
million workers covered in our new 
‘package deal’ claim for the general 
engineering industry. Nothing of the 
sort; their numbers are the main draw¬ 
back when it comes to getting a rise. 
For it’s a dear do if 31m. workers get 
a rise! 

So what happens is that a selfishly 
militant minority union like the ‘tinners’ 
(sheet metal workers) cop all the bene¬ 
fits, and the low paid workers go to the 
wall. 

PRICES AND PROFITS UP 

There’s nowt like a bit of bother to 
get people down to their union 
branches! Sackings, redundancy, and the 
Government’s policy to keep wages down 
while prices go up, is the best way to 
pack a union meeting. 

It’s nice of the Government to create 
such interest in trade unionism! But 
where we really missed out under 
‘Labour’ is in not joining shareholding 
classes. For whatever else Harold 
Wilson’s done, he’s made sure the Stock 
Exchange dabblers don’t go short. 

We’re living in a profiteer’s playground! 
Last year was an unusually good year for 


In fact, far from spreading it, the wealth 
of this country is still in the hands of 
the few. 

In engineering, according to the AEU 
Journal (Feb. ’68), the top 15 engineer¬ 
ing firms made an average net profit of 
£220 per employee in 1966. In both 
1964 and 1965, the increase in profits 
for a wide cross-section of engineering 
firms was over 15%. Production in 
engineering has been rising at about 6% 
a year since 1958, but for only a 0.3% 
annual rise in the number of workers 
employed. 

OUR STAND 

The demand of the engineering unions 
is for a 171% to 20% rise in basic pay; 
a shorter working week; increased over¬ 
time pay; longer holidays; equal pay for 
women. The Government Prices and In¬ 
comes Board, will put a stop to this 
demand when it comes up this month! 

But the AEU is against wage restraint, 
and should now stand up to the Board. 
To anarchists, wage restraint is a threat 
to the freedom of industrial workers, so 
we’re against it. After all, when the 
money men are trying to get highest 
profits, and the manufacturers the best 
prices, it’s only right the workers should 
go in for better wages. 

The British working man is basically 
syndicalist and is against all politicians! 
That’s why the Commies and Trots only 
ever get anywhere when they adopt a 
syndicalist policy. It’s up to the anarch¬ 
ists to step up their syndicalist pro¬ 
gramme in industry and pursue it 
through the unions. This is the only 
way to reach the millions who would 
fundamentally agree with us, if we could 
offer them a practical proposition. 

For those readers who don’t already 
know what we stand for: we favour free 
and democratic trade unions (the less 
paid officials the better); workers' con¬ 
trol of the factories; we think the coun¬ 
try should be run by ordinary folk, 
through their unions, and not by pro¬ 
fessional politicians and governments, 
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uic vote was, me uovem- 
ment is bound to bring in further 
legislation. The TUC’s Economic 
Review, including voluntary re¬ 
straint, was an alternative pro¬ 
gramme for running a capitalist 
economy, on expansionist lines, but 
this would create too much of a 
boom. Increases in wages would cut 
the profits gained from devaluation. 
This is why the Government will 
freeze wages. Increases will only be 
allowed if corresponding economies, 
such as cutting manpower (sackings) 
or using existing labour more effi¬ 
ciently (working harder), are en¬ 
forced. It is possible that the back¬ 
dating of increases will not be 
tolerated, so trade union leaders will 
no longer be able to sit back and 
wait as they do now. The alternatives 
are either fighting for the claim and 
facing legal sanctions, or giving in 
to the Government. The rank and 
file will soon see where their leader¬ 
ship stands. 

Let’s face it, the British economy 
needs a wage freeze so that in¬ 
creased profits can be made from 
higher prices, the competitive advan¬ 
tage of devaluation and reduced con¬ 
sumption at home. There is a need 
for the increased investment that will 
be attracted by higher profits. 
TOTALITARIAN MEANS 

Economic circumstances are lead¬ 
ing to the solutions of a corporate 
state, but although one cannot say 
that the Wilson Government is 
fascist, it nevertheless uses totali¬ 
tarian means. Under these condi¬ 
tions, any resistance is a political act 
against the State. The trade unions 
are too wedded to the system, to 
which they owe their existence, to 
fight this sort of battle. Any real 
resistance will have to come from 
the rank and file. More than ever it 
is necessary for trade unionists to 
understand the role played by their 
leadership and that only by their 
own efforts will they be able to hold 
their own against, let alone defeat, 
the wage freeze legislation. 

P.T. 
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press, the opposition and reaction in 
general in order to gain a few sad 
laurels? 

(e) bleats about ‘over-population’ when 
it lets in unchecked thousands of (white) 
Irish who have never been (unless they’re 
over 50) British citizens, and does abso¬ 
lutely nothing to spread information 
about birth control but passes the buck 
to the local authorities who in turn do 
nothing? 

(f) and does all this to ‘prevent racial 
discord’—which it only succeeds in in¬ 
flaming? 

Such a Government is a racist and 
dictatorial government. It is also a 
Labour (sic) Government and the sooner 
it is flushed down the lavatory the better. 

R.J. 


I ET’S FACE IT, the unions are piss 
^ poor when it comes to getting us 
more money, if only because most 
bosses, including the notorious Pomer- 
anz, pay over the union rate. Most of 
us do better out of local factory floor 
agreements than we ever get out of 
national negotiations. 

So that when the Government, alias 
Prices and Incomes Board, sticks its 
oar into stop a wage claim going 
through, we don’t expect the unions to 
resist. And usually they don’t dis¬ 
appoint us. 

To go by the size of ’em, the engineer¬ 
ing unions should be able to murder any 
government. Bear in mind, there’s 3} 
million workers covered in our new 
‘package deal’ claim for the general 
engineering industry. Nothing of the 
sort; their numbers are the main draw¬ 
back when it comes to getting a rise. 
For it’s a dear do if 3fm. workers get 
a rise! 

So what happens is that a selfishly 
militant minority union like the ‘tinners’ 
(sheet metal workers) cop all the bene¬ 
fits, and the low paid workers go to the 
wall. 

PRICES AND PROFITS UP 

There’s nowt like a bit of bother to 
get people down to their union 
branches! Sackings, redundancy, and the 
Government’s policy to keep wages down 
while prices go up, is the best way to 
pack a union meeting. 

It’s nice of the Government to create 
such interest in trade unionism! But 
where we really missed out under 
‘Labour’ is in not joining shareholding 
classes. For whatever else Harold 
Wilson’s done, he’s made sure the Stock 
Exchange dabblers don’t go short. 

We’re living in a profiteer’s playground! 
Last year was an unusually good year for 
profits! The rich are no worse off and 
the workers no better off under ‘Labour’. 


ing firms made an average net profit of 
£220 per employee in 1966. In both 
1964 and 1965, the increase in profits 
for a wide cross-section of engineering 
firms was over 15%. Production in 
engineering has been rising at about 6% 
a year since 1958, but for only a 0.3% 
annual rise in the number of workers 
employed. 

OUR STAND 

The demand of the engineering unions 
is for a 171% to 20% rise in basic pay; 
a shorter working week; increased over¬ 
time pay; longer holidays; equal pay for 
women. The Government Prices and In¬ 
comes Board, will put a stop to this 
demand when it comes up this month! 

But the AEU is against wage restraint, 
and should now stand up to the Board. 
To anarchists, wage restraint is a threat 
to the freedom of industrial workers, so 
we’re against it. After all, when the 
money men are trying to get highest 
profits, and the manufacturers the best 
prices, it’s only right the workers should 
go in for better wages. 

The British working man is basically 
syndicalist and is against all politicians! 
That’s why the Commies and Trots only 
ever get anywhere when they adopt a 
syndicalist policy. It’s up to the anarch¬ 
ists to step up their syndicalist pro¬ 
gramme in industry and pursue it 
through the unions. This is the only 
way to reach the millions who would 
fundamentally agree with us, if we could 
offer them a practical proposition. 

For those readers who don’t already 
know what we stand for: we favour free 
and democratic trade unions (the less 
paid officials the better); workers’ con¬ 
trol of the factories; we think the coun¬ 
try should be run by ordinary folk, 
through their unions, and not by pro¬ 
fessional politicians and governments, 
acting on behalf of big business. 

North West Workers. 


Colling All London Workers 

WEDNESDAY 
WEDNESDAY 
MAY 1 
MAY 1 

DEMONSTRATE 

DEMONSTRATE 

DEMONSTRATE 

DEMONSTRATE 

Are you REDUNDANT—or likely to be? 

Are your WAGES FROZEN? 

Are you a council tenant with a CLIMBING RENT? 

Are you being FLEECED for bad accommodation by a private landlord? 

Are you FED UP TO THE TEETH with Government? 

This is the situation of most London workers in 1968 under a so-called Labour 
Government. Something CAN be done about it. 

DEMONSTRATE IN A GREAT ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
MARCH AND MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 
Show this Government—and all Governments—that the workers have had enough 
of being pushed around and now mean business. STOP WORK on May 1 and 
march for security of jobs—decent houses—low rents—and high wages. 

Who says the country can’t afford it when we watch the rich get richer every day. 

WHY MAY 1? 

Because May 1 is MAY DAY—WORKERS’ DAY—set aside since 1890 for 
workers to demonstrate their solidarity and determination to win a better life for 
those whose labours produce all the wealth of society. 

This May Day Rally will assemble at 11.45 a.m. at TOWER HILL, near the 
Tower of London. Raise the idea in your Trade Union Branch and your place of 
work. For further details get in touch with the London May Day Committee which 
is composed of rank and file printers, engineers, dockers and building workers. 
The address is printed below 7 . 

STOP WORK ON MAY 1, 1968 
Published by London May Day Committee, 29 Love Walk, S.E.5 


17a Maxwell Road, London, S.W.6 






